FREEDOM OF INFORMATION 

AND 

PRIVACY ACTS 




/^/- / 9 !?^ 



FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 











> ,^ . . -. ' ^'7. -. •• 

• .<^ i' 'W ^ 1 ' ”1' ? "♦ • ar ^ ^ 7 ^ S' ~ ^r fc. 

" ^ ' ’ " " ' ‘ ^ V- 


UUUS ROSENBERG ET^ 


jl: ^Z' 


' ^' ^ H« JS, •— . \0^ *',rM ^ 

V« Si. ^VhC" Br 
V^' 4 > J:--' A-"'' -". ' . ■^?^‘ 

ft? ■ 'Vr-:'. “- ■» 7^ 

5v r*^ :,,v ■■■ 

V 1-^ \ \7 




F/L£ DESmiPTION 







MAM 




y <r rl^ 7^ Al 
trr 



.* 




FILE 





.'a* 


SUBJECT 










FILE NO. 



y I — 


/«/- / 9 PP 


(»• "S' 


5 ^* 


VOLUME NO. 





SERIALS 






3^y/3- 



-< 

^ *^1 











r?r 










''■*:vir ■'•■' vi^-r r T a ^?V ■ > 

'** * 'j **7!^^**^^ ' 1'^^ ■■ 

'■ -sjfe^‘4 i:?:>.?jSlv:-^^rii'Drf^ 

'" ' '^ Vf ^ ► 


fo! - di/o 


rvAA 






-;: N 








THE BEST COPIES OBTAINABLE ARE 
INCLUDED IN THE REPRODUCTION 
OF THE FILE. PAGES INCLUDED 
THAT ARE BLURRED, LIGHT OR 
OTHERWISE DIFFICULT TO READ 
ARE THE RESULT OF THE CONDITION 
AND OR COLOR OF THE ORIGINALS 
PROVIDED. THESE ARE THE BEST 
COPIES AVAILABLE. 



InvcRttry Wtrktlittt 

,FD-603 (2-18-77) 




File No: 


/O/- ) 9 PF l/fteo 


Date: 




Serial 

Y> - 

Dale 

Description 

(Type of communication, to, from) 


Exemptions used or, to whom referred 
(Identify statute if (b)(3> cited) 

/OL 

DM 

HE^9 

cjpT-nr^ 7^ 

/ 

1 

1 

!( 

• 

\ 

\ 

fo^ 

''%// 

/ro 

Aj_ y f-l Ct> X^y) 

/ 

M 


W 

f 02 i 

'Vy/ 

/n> 

/V/ C/O. <ii/x=b 

/ (0 

1 


JO 2 

\-z^ 

/// Ta /J^ 

1 

/ 


/oU 


Oj /==0 

//V Ltrrrcyi- rv 

/ 

/ 


/osr 


AJ'/ TT tc /J-^ 

/ 

/ 


/oc> 

KM 

N 'A Le/ Tt^f^ 72 * jCL^ A ' 

> 

/ 

/ 


,• Joc. 


^ /prJci 


'/^ 


/OL 


ceTTEyt. rv 

/ 

/ 


/09 

'V„ 

A^y 

/ 

i 


JOJIJ 

'Vro 

/t//C=6> UTTT^^T^ TO 

; 

/ 

hi 

m- 


. r€ -J 

y^r A/tO. y|/y 







> 


/^£i/ 


OOJ 













Invtntwy Wtrktbitf 

'‘FM03 (2-18-77) 


Pile No: 


^ ^ Re: ^SC,A^ \/fk» Q 


Dai«: 


'Vee, 


Serial 

3 

Date 

Description 

(Type of cominunication» to« from) 

No. of Pages 
Actual j Released 

Exemptions used or» to whom referred , 

(Identify statute if (b)(3) cited) 

)/o 

'hso 

A// y / LbJeAjc. 


% 

‘ 

» "> 

*’/» 

/l/y H^r- iUsi cA. s^) uj^ 

/3 

f2 

ip2^ 6-70 

/M 

^O/yQ 


/ 

1 

b / 

H <2 

"Hso 

X/o T *r A>V 

/ 

1 

bf 

l)^ 


V t^-i—r -7-0^ 1 U)F'0 

/ 

1 

h/ 

_ ZZV 



/ 

1 


US' 

I''V 

■ " 

4^ajaji^c/^ meTno 7T> SGZj?f^f 

/ 

( 

j>i 


"''fra 

/v/y 7^ Tfe /x^ 

/ 

1 

% 

nn 

/.p/ 

xLq LG^rrETTt tu uoFOyAJy 

/ 

! 


Hi 


^y TT- 2r 

/ 

1 



"'fra 

/l/v 1—r't^ APo 

; 

1 

a 

- 

/M 


HSI L^rrm/t 

>L 

'L 

bf 




0 0 o o 

^tJL, 


PBI/DOJ 


















1 


iHvcnttry W«rkthtit 

PD-503 (2-18-77) 


File No: 


Re: 


Osc.011/^. \//k> a 


Date: 




Serial 

Date 

Description 

(Type of communication, to, from) 


Exemptions used or, to whom referred , 

(Identify statute if (b)(3) cited) 

ESMI 

ICSK 

/ 


Cfe- iT-^yt. txt A 

/ 

/ 

• 

v 

A /;3a'' 



/ 

/ 


V 

/-?3 


AJi T 1 

/ 

/ 

j 



/^7- 7^ x(44 >fA^ 


<a 




US-TT^Tt. TO AJV 

/ 

/ 




. 

/^JUAJ *7t? Sdjno^r- ^ 

<P?. 


h! 

/ 


O l^T- (-^Oi>K/C C£^7-T^-^ LOy/ 



bl h-^O i)nj> 

® 4/7/2- 


TTir/t w 

/ 

/ 


/ 

/«5 7 

V/ 

ujpo &e7>r_ 

/^-T- 

;V 

h'lC^LjP^i. 0f^/>\) hJdX 



V/ 7-r t«r 


'/ 



ai 

^ /=^ te^rr^^L n ^ 


'hj 

di i)-u ^'’<w /i/ffT MCitiiij ?Axy/ew FOi 

/<2f 


y / 

-w 

urrr^^ rt> 


1 

i) / 1 OsjT 




</7 

/ea/ 


o 








rai/DOj 















/ 

InvcMwy W»rkth»»t 

FD-503 <2-18-77» 

f 




















Invtntwy W«rktlit«t 

FD-503 (2-18-77> 




Pile No: ^ Re: \/ ACt Q Date: 

sS5gC.yr fneSiSd>PC<. 1/ yOO^^SlF (month/yearl 


Serial 

Date 

Deacrintion ! ^O. of Pagea 

Exemptions used or, to whom referred 
(Identify statute if (b)(3> cited) 

(Type of communication, tOi from) 

Actual 

Released 

/5q 

‘hs! 

Ue^AJ/u/tjcM /r)e79?o 70 

V 

/ 

• 

K 

A /'y6' 

'hxj 

^J^ TT- t< /JLq 

■==! 

JL. 


W 

N! 


ST- 

ce:rTTE:yi- ro /4^i.AjV. 

/ 

1 

I 70 / 

N! 


~ T f ^ / 

L^t /t 'tc> 0 UilAJ-O^ 




y 


6 ^Z^r) 6 Ar JTfGTto rt 




.V. 

'''"Vr/ 


/ 

1 


' /.yy 


/?7e?r?o 7Z> Be^^/rr 

/ 

1 


> /yy 

'Hr, 

Ja t-t- ^ M 

J 

I 


yyr 

H, 

ik> T-r- -tt (to. AiV 

/ 

/ 


I'M. 

Hr, 

/ 

N'/ r-r tr dif . UjPO 

J 

/ 


Mil 

Hr, 

ajpb Tr-_-n d^./U'i 

) 

} 

h, 

//j' 


i 

SiO 4^r-rsve )U^,AJy 

J 

/ 

■ V’^ * 


S 5 0 d 0 O 

/^/ ^L. 


FBI/DOJ 

















Invaiitwjr Wtrktkstt 

FM03 <a.l8.77> 


File No: 


Re: 


Date; 




Serial 

Date 

Deacription 

(Type of communication^ to* firom) 


Exemptions used or* to whom referred , 

(Identify statute if (b)(3> cited) 

Actual 

Released 



Al cerrt/t fn yil&.AJ'/ 

/ 

/ 


A i^" 


N V LCFTTB ft TV SU) 



h/ i)'7C^ 

w 

%/ 

OOT^tOl^a C<^7^rX£ 

/ . 

/. 

bl 

/rj 

<A/ 

^/r/ 

/^y L&rr^yi TO d^^UJf^o 

/ 

1 


ir/ 


<-^rr7trX. 7-a >(// 


»2_ 




/(/y 

/ 

/ 


/r^ 


2t/ 7— r -ts 

/ 

/ 


• /SY 


/V ir uj^fD.Ajy 

/ 

/ 


Lsr 

% 

AO, /J-o. jJ'^ 


:2l 


A1> 

^^/r/ 

CUf^ 'Tt' z?" yUJ^, C./J 

1 

I 

/ i 

/ 


Lcn 

Vio/ 

frj 

^ 'T 'T' z? 4y/^> /t^y 

1 

/ 1 

/ 

h 1 

yrs' 

/^y . 

^eT^^r- ^Ajy. c/i 


3. 

. 1 .* . 
hi 

^ *-x ■ ' >V 


n 

(Ley 


X6u 


0 
l>trJ 




FBI/OOJ 







Invtiitwy Wnkthtit 

FEW03 (2-18-77) 


File No: 





•£>/- J 9 P 2 





Description 

(Type of communication, to« from) 



% 



/(-y r •)' R 


L(fi TT^T^ TZt 


(osr 

>(>L 

i (>9 


r tr 




i 

^'%-y 


L^nm TP 


AJ 


y| / 

ii- 


Date; 


(month/year) 



! I c 



\-u 0 0 0 0 


(iO-^ (i£r 


FBt/OOJ 













Invinltry W*rkth««t 

FI>603 (2-lS-77> 


File No: 


JO/- ) 9 e? 


Re: 


Date! 




Serial 

Date 

Description 

(Type of communication, to* from) 

No. of Pages 
Actual 1 Released 

Exemptions used or* to whom referred , 

(Identify statute if (b)(3) cited) 

/'?(> 

%-/ 

rtJ^ urmrK Tz AJv 


X 

• 

\ 

\ 

^ /7/ 


/ 

N i iJ^-cs^ U€( 

/ 

/ 


pA 


So Tt^ -fc >UjS( 

/ 

/ 


0 


^ ^ L^-TT^n^ rt> A)^ 

/ 

/ 


_ m 

'^h 

U/Pi) 1-t-^ >^yA/y 

/ 

/ 

> 

nr 


4/y f—ri^ 

/ 

/ 


/7L 

%/ 

ae: /irpr 




-0 J17 

-V 

^’/n 

A/ 6 /t> )iMy^V 

f 

/ 


JJ/Jt 


/l/v rt> iIj^ 

// 

— 

l^/S^OS/lloy^. OF n^ocuonou^y /A/ 
’jk.Liu^ l<^>sejy/SOC6r 7Jo 

J7? 


/i/v LerrrB/t w )U^ 

/ 

/ 




c/i 

3 

3 

}}'iO }>pT> 

AO 

jr/\ 

0 ^ 

Ltrrr^Tt- 

/ 

0 



:)b 1^ I 0 

^ 


/i 




O 


FBl/OOJ 










Invtiitwy W»rk$li»«t 

FI>603 (2-18-77) 


File No: 


/O^- J 9 ^.. Qsca/t l/4gQ 


Date: 




Serial 

Date 

Description 

(Type of communication, to. from) 

( No* of Pages 

Exemptions used or» to whom referred 
(Identify statute if (b)(d) cited) 

Actual 

Released 

/io 


L<5~rTsr7t rz> /V'/ 

/ 

\ 

• 

^ 

A t 


N V -n> idO)^ ui.sSif 



bic. hnh 

w 

/Pa 

^yn 

dr> C^7/S:7e_ 7Z) >dA 

; 

1 

/ 

> 

/S' 3 

V . 

TO /} A 

/ 

H 


/kH 


iLb^ u^mEn^ t7\ //V 

J 

1 


1 

/pr 

% 



» 

hx. i-iP 

/PL 


yt// LG~TTe~?t^ TO jUa 

/ 

■ 


• /PL 


tU^ iLr To c]/ 

/ 

1 

1 

o 

bf 

/in 

^fTry 

UjAO 

(-A UETTt n; ^dO^iAji. 

/ 

I 


in 

'^^kj 

^/dJi? L^TT^Ji- TV f\ /^C\ 

/ 

1 



'"He, 

^ LGTr^rrt -m /t/V 

/ 

/ 

s 

1^0 

%/« 1 

J 

C-l/ /M/T) TO AA^ 

/ 

3 

b/ 




Hij ^ ^oJ HBf WSsaoitCs 


DOJ 


ilivtiittry Wtrkthttf 

FD-503 (2-18-77> 


File No: 


Of- J 9 P? 


Serial 


Date 


Descriptioo 

(Type of communication, to, from) 


%■/ 


'%r/ t 


TO fJ f 




No. of Pages 


Actual I Released 




I month/year) 


Exemptions used or, to whom referred 
(Identify statute if <b)<3) cited) 




b “tD 


%/ 

n-f 




Vi^/s / 

^/^In 


% 


Vr, 


’e~7l TO /J /)<^ 


TO 


LeTT^X^ TV 




UJFO 


L^77“^7^. TV 


J? / i>n ~0 


3 \ b 2 ^ J?nO 


^ 5 S^^/C^€r 


h / on'D 


■ ^ -c 

(sj^ ezi- ^ 


lir- 




FBl/DOJ 



























Jnvtnttry Workth^tt 

FD-503 (2-lS-77> 


File No: 


Ot- >999 


Date 


Description 

<Type of communication! tOi from) 


No, of Pages 


Actual 4 Released 




(month/year) 


Exemptions used or, to whom referred- 
(Identify statute if (b)(3) cited) 




iil/ Xu_ 



























'nr- '• 

- 





*******^ ^***-**^ i ”' ■* - * ' ■ ^' .t^.‘:':-"i;*::-' c ”7 ^ ^ ^ ^ ■ ' 

Office lS/[int^^lTc!ii/nt • UNITED SI A 5 ? "Government " 


•-»■ .:.TAc:^ . .;r^ ^ 

Md. ^ . lAV DIBECTOR. FBI 




>VERNMENT 




iliW. ‘ ; * •£? >- C-r-, ?/ ^ - , - - ., /. . ^ .; y - > - A ^- •' 

TOR, :> ^.BOJ&HR 9, issi^^vji 


^o“ , « 

;„>;' -■' ■"'■ .r 

^iOBJECTt 


BAC« BOSTON 


...... “ N 07 EM 

-.- ' ' v-« ,.4t^.j,^— , I 

— ^. ■■■-». ■ ‘. 1* ■#>*»»■ ■»- / 


QSZEAR JOHN VAX, 

espionage -E: . 


’X'^.— X^au .^, ■• »■ 4* >- / 

V“*"*iT> ’Tr. '• "^v '.X*5i^r 

~ ,* _'"**«^*-J**^ *- ' , ‘. ‘ i, ' vU-« . - — i 

JkOO, iraa, . r •-. * 


KJLf 'ifc. 


■;' ‘fe- '5 


r^iS :=r- .- -- - -.V r ^ -r^ ^ 

- 1 “ f* -''* ''-••> j, •' -.. j«~ -««•* I-* ^ ^ ' ■''' 

\r ^ ' Rft New York Letter dated September 29^ 1950^ 


■ ■:. : - 




'— A/iai 

Arm 


photograph of Subject VAX was displayed to HEEiBERT .A._ 
IIiBRICK,_a nd he was unable to identify thi s“ ‘photograph? 
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' III, STATUTE OF LIMITAnONS - 

The statute oT lijaitations in this case began to run on 
September 20» 1950 , but nas tolled by the return of an indictment on 
Sq)tember 28j 1950# 


IV. PRELIMINARY FR05ECUTIVE ACTION ' 

The following indictment was returned by the Grand Jury 
of the Southern District of New fork on September 28# 1950;^' 

**!« On or about S^t. 20# 1950# at the Southern District 
of New York and within the Jonrisdiction of this Court# OSCAR JOHN VAGO, 
the defendant herein# having duly taken an oath before a conpetent' 
tribunal# to wit# the Grand Jurors of the Dnited States of America# 
duly impaneled and sworn in the United States District Court for the 
Southern District of New York# and inquiring for that District# in a 
case then and there pending before said Gra^ Jurors in which a law 
of the United States authorizes an oath to be administered# that he 
would testify truly# did unlawfully# knowingly# and wilfully# and 
contrary to said oath# state materi|il matter idiich he did not 
believe to be true# that is to say: 

' . ^ - ■* 

”2« That# at the time and place aforesaid# the said Grand 
Jurors# inquiring as aforesaid# Were conducting an investigation en- 
titled United States v# John Doe# pertaining to possible violation 
of espionage laws of the I&iited States and any other Federal criminal 
statutes# and it was material to said inquiry to ascertain the period 
of tlma the defendant had been in the United States# and' the identity 
* of all persons who acconpanied him idien he departed from# or arrived 
in the United States# and the identity of all persons with whom he 

associated idiile in the Ihiited States or elseidiere. 

* . ■ ^ • 

"I* That# at the time and place aforesaid the defendant# 
OSCAR JOHN VAGO# duly appearing as a witness before the said Grand 
Jurors# and then and there being under oath as aforesaid# testified 
falsely before said Grand Jturors with reject to the aforesaid material 
natter as follows: 

HSve you mi^e any trips outside of the United States 
since you arrive here? A« Yes* I mode one trip to 
visit ny family, 

k 
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"♦Q*. In Htngary? A* Tea. 

• ' - - ^ 

i • 

Q« TIhat’date? A« I retxiXTied to this country in Janoory^ 

1933# 

« 

Q* And you returned in >33? A* Yes* / 

k 

Q» You irere airay approximately four years? A* Something 
like that* 

Q* Did your irife go nith you? A* No^ she came later* 

Q* mihen you went’ back to Hungary your wife did not 
acconpany youj Is that right? A* No> she did not* 

Q* So that you are in Hungary from *29 to >32 alone^ is 
that right? A* Y^s, 

Q* IJhen you went to Hungary — and I think you said it 
was ‘29 •— A* Yes, ‘29** 

“That the aforesaid testimony of the defendant, as he then 
and there well knew and believed, was untrue in that the defendant 
was in the united States during the period of time frwn 1925 until 
on or about December 1,‘1932, and his wife accocpAnied him tdien he 
went to Hungary in 1932* (Title 18, Section 1621, United States 
CODE,)« 


This indictment was returned by Ibilted States District 
Judge JOHN C. KNOX, who 'issued on the same date a bench warfant 
based on the indictment* At l:l |8 PUL, on September 26, 1950* 

VAGO was arrested by FBI agents in the vicinity of I 8 East U 8 th Street^ 
New York* He was arraigned on ttiat date before EDViAHD UcDONAXD, ' 
thilted States Commissioner for the Southern District of New York, 
for the purpose of fixing bail*. li accordance with the request of 
I^ited States Attorney IRVING H* SAYFOL, bail was set at ^50,000*00* 

A hearing to plead to the indictment was set for October 2, 1950* ' 
However, on that date the hearing was postponed' to October 3, 1950, 
at idiich time VAGO requested a postponement to October 10,-1950, 
in order to enable him to secure the ser>^^^ of an attorney* 

On the latter date VACO’S attorney,. MOSES C^ffiElUAN, requested 
and was granted a postponement to October 23 ,- i 95D* V9EI11AN also 


4 


4 


4 


V 


t 


♦ 












m 100-552U2 



requested a reduction of ball and the amount iias reduced to $b0>000«00« 
On October 23* 19^0, VAOO pleaded not gull‘d to the' charge in the indie 
ment* The trial date was swt for Nove^er 13* 1950* All of the above 
proceedings subsequent to the hearing before the United States 
Commissioner were before United States District Judge ’iB TT.t.ta tj BONDT* 

As of November 1* 19^0* VAGO had not furnished bail and was being 
held in the custody of the Uhited States Marshal of the Southern 
District of New York* > 


V, ^HTNESSES 


IDA F, G0II>, Grand Jury Stenogr^her 
IMted States Court House* 

Foley Square* 

New York* New York 

LOUISE BENSON, Grand Jury ' Stenographer 
United States Court House*. 

Foley Square* 

New York* New York j 

These witnesses under a su'bpoona duces tecum will produce 
their notes and the transcript of the testimony ' given by OSCAR VAGO 
on Sept^ber 20, 195b and on September 27* 1950* before the Grand 
Jury of the Southern District of Now York* 




HENRY SCHAEFER 

12 McKinley Avenue 

Lynbrook, Long Island, New York 

Can testify to the following signed statement and will 
produce the records inferred to in the statement in response to a 
subpoena duces tecum* . 

"New York City 
October 5* 1950 

"I, HENRY SCHAEFER, make the following voluntary state- 
ment to TH0I£lS H« ZOEILER, who has identified himself to me as a 
special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation* I make this state- 
ment of my own free will and no threats or. promises have been made 
to me* I understand this statement may be used in a court of law*. 

9 

"I am employed as chief accountant and assistant secretary 
of the ^Ite Construction Co*, 95 Madison Avo** N«Y.C« & have been 
enployed by this Company ainbe July 7* 192Uf I reside at 12 McKlnl^ 
Ave*, lynbrook* L.I*, 
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»'I have identified a picture of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shown to 
me h7 Agent ZOEIXER as a man I first knew as J« MURRAY* Rocords of 
the conpany of which I have charge indicate VAQO was employed ly 
the conpany as J, MURRAY from lj/26/26 to 2/11/28*' He was also em- 
ployed as OSCi\R J, VAGO from 10/29/20 to 12/3/32 aal from 6/l3/lil 
to 7A3/U1* Dtiring the time VAGO was enployed both as MURRAY and 
as VAGO, I personally handed him his salary check each week* 

¥ 

'•I have read the above statements consisting of one page 
and three additional lines, and are true to the best of my knowledge 
and belief* 


/s/ "HENRY P, SCHAEFER l6/5/?0 


••Witnessed j 


/s/ "THOU'^ H. ZOELLER, Special Agent, FBI, NYC‘^' 

RUSSELL BALLENTINE 
265 Prospect Street 
Westfield, Now Jersey 

Can testily to the following signed statement: 

"New York City 
October 5, 1950 

", RUSSELL RMLENTINE, make the following voluntaiy state- 
ment to TH0M:AS H* 20ET.I.ER, who identified himself to me as a 
Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation* I make tills statement 
of my OYRi free will and no threats or promises have been made to me* 

I understand this s'batemcnt may be used in a court of law* 

"I am coployed as an estimator by the White Construction 
Co., Inc* 95 Madison Ave*, N.Y.C* I have been eoplcyed by this 
conpany since Feb* 1925* I reside at 265 Prospect St*, Wbstfield, 

N.J. 

"I have identified a picture of 0SCA.R JOHN VACX) shown to 
me by Agent ZOELLER as a man I first knew as JOHN MURRAY* VAGO,' 
using the name MURRAY came to the conpany about 1926 and I urorked 
in the same rdbm with him* VAGO, still using the name MURRAY loft 
the Conpany after a year or When he returned sometime before 
1929 he was known as OSCAR JrvAGO* I do not know why he used the 
name MURRAY, as he never gave any eiplanation for it* He left the 
Conpany after three or four years, returning Again for a short 
period of time in 19lil* 
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"the best of toy knoicLedge and belief^ 


•. 



/s/ "RIBSELL B-MLENTINE 


"Witnessed: 


A/ "THOlilS H. ZOELLm, Special Agent, FBI, NIC" 


mi BIRUVN 

7551 - 156th street 

flushing. Long Island 


Mew York 


Can testify to the following signed stateioent: 

"New York City 
October 5# 1950 

"1, EtX BIRliL\N, make the follOTdng volxaitary statement to 
H, ZOELLER, idio has Identified himself to me as a Special 
Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigat'ion* I make this statement of 
my own free will and no threats or premises have been made to me«‘ 

I understand this statement may be used in a court of law* 

"I am eaployed as Vice-President of the White Construction 
Co«, Inc*, 95 I<^lson Ave*, N.Y.C. I have been eSployod at 'this 
con5)aiy since 1919* I reside at 7551 - 196th St*, Flushing, L*I* 

"I have identified a picture of OSCAR JOHN VAGO shoim to 
me bY Agent ZOELLER as a man I first knew as JOHN MURRAY* VAGO, using 
the name MURRAY came to the company in 1926 and was hired as a drafts- 
man and designer ty me* I did not know him previously* VAGO 'left 
the company in the early pait of 1928 and returned in October, 1928* 
TThen he returned he told me hla right name is OSCAR J* VAGO* I asked 
him why he used the name MURRAY and he said he had had a bet with 
someone and had won the bet* 

"VAGO remained with the Company until the end of 1932 
when he loft* He returned again for a short period of time in I9I4I* 

"I have read the foregoing statement and it is true to the 
best of my knowledge and belief* 


A/ ’’M.'oe BIRMAN 


"Witnessed : 


A/ "THOMAS H* ZOELLER, Special Agent,' FBi; NYC" 
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ANNA. KRANKER ' , 

Pine Place 

GreenlaTOi Long Island j Netr York . 

Can testify to the following signed statement and irill 
produce the records referred to in the statement in response to a 
subpoena duces tccum« 

nOctober U, 19^0 
Pine Place 

Greenlawnj Long Island^ 
New York 


'•I, AIWA KRANKER, make the following statement to JOHN H* 
W 1 .GNER who has identified himself to me as being a special" agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigations 

”1 am Secretary of the Kranker Building Corporation idiich 
corporation is the owner of the apartment house located at 22>6l 
37 Street, Astoria, Long Island, New York and which has been the 
owner of this apartment house since it was built in 1931* 

”I have checked my rental records and from these it is 
reflected that OSCAR VAQO was a tenant in the apartment house located 
at 22-^ 37 Street, Astoria, Long Island, New York having occupied 
apartment KL from January 15, 1931 to May 1, 193^ at which time he 
moved from this address. His wife lived with him during this entire 
period, I identified the photograph of OSCAR VAGO which was shown to 
me by Special Agent JOHN H* 'WAGNER as being the same OSCAR VAGO who was 
my former tenant, 

’*! recall that sometime d uring 193U'VAGO and his wife took a 
trip to Europe for about three or four months. tJlpon their return to 
the Ifiiited St-ites cither VAGO or his wife told me that they had 
visited Hungary, To the best of my knowledge this was the only time 
that VAGO or his wife left the United States while the^ resided at 
the above address. 


"I have read the foregoing statement and it is correct to 
the best of my knowledge. 


/a/ ".mi KR.INKER 


"UTitness: 

/s/ "JOHN H. TfAGNER, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation" 
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QOIA JAHODA 
191-10 122 Avenue 
St* Albans 12 
tong Island, Neir York 


Can testify to the follbidhg signed statement t 

‘*191-10 122 Avenue 
St. Albans 12^ 
tong Island, New York 
Noventer 10, 1950 


"I, Qa£A JAHODA, make the following statement to John H* 
yagner who has Identified himself to me as being a Spe clal Agent 
of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. No promises^ Inducements 
or duress have been used to have me make this statement and I know 
that any^thing I say may be used In a court of ]aw. 

"To the best of my kvowledge and recollection I was 
superintendent of the apartment house located at 28-20 37 Street, 
Astoria, Long Island, New York from about 1929 to 1933 during which 
period I collected the rent from the tienants for the landlord* 

**! recognized the pictures of OSCAR JOHN VACO taken in 1932 
and 1933 and the picture of CIAIBE VAQO taken in 1931 sheen to me by 
SA John H» Wagner as tenants in the above apartment house at the time 
I became superintendent. However, I do not recall the length of their 
tenancy nor idicn they moved from 23-20 37 Street but do recall that they 
moved from this address before I loft as scqierlnt undent. 

”1 have read the foregoing statement consisting of this and 
one other page and it is true and correct to the best of nor knowledge* 

/s/ Mrs. MiA JAHODA 


*Witnessi 

/s/ JOHN H. ilAOlliR, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation* 
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C, GORDON LAMODE, Ibn&ger^ 

Nefir York Office of Alien Property ' ^ 

IMltod States Departisent of Justice 
120 Broadioy . 

Neff Yorki New fOric ! ^ 

In ansffer to a sulpoona duces tecimj tdll produce the 
passenger list for the SS REX of the Italian Lines dated December 3> 
1932, outgoing from New York to Genoa, which lists OSCAR 
and CLAIRE VAGO as the holders of roundtrip tickets^ 


BDvIARD J. SIl\IK2nffiSSY, District Director, 

Immigration and Naturalization Service 

70 Columbus Avenue / 

New York, New York 

In answer to a sutpoena duces tecum, will produce records 
reflecting the following: 

The arrival at New York on Jahtiary 12, 192$ of OSCAR VAGO 
on the SS ISDNGOLLA of the I'lmcrican Line, 


The departure of OSC-'Jl and CLAIRE VAGO on December 3j 1932 
on the SS REX from New York to Genoa* 

J 

The arrival at New York of" OSCAR and CLAIRE VAGO on 
January 12, 1933 on the SS CONTE DI SAVOLA of the Italian Line* 

V/ill al^ produce records reflecting the following inves- 
tigation of OSCARvAGO by INS which was initiated idien it was ascer-' 
tained that VAGO entered the Ifcited States at New York on January 12, 
1925, as an immigrant student destined to the University of Michigan, 

but did not register at that institution* \ 

• \ 

A report dated June 29, 1925j reflects that VAGO was In- 
terviewed ty an inspector wf INS and that he was at Uiat time re^ 
siding with his uncle, NILLLulS^LDSTEIN, at 59 Bay 32 Street, 

Brooklyn, New York, VAQO adva^^ that he had become upon his * 
arrlvti. in the United States and as a consequence was unable to 
attend the University of Michigan as intended* Instead, he Informed 
the inspector, he eruroUed as a student at Pratt Institute In Brooklyn 
in Febz^ry, 192^ and completed the tenn in March, 1925^* He stated 
that he intended to enter the University of Michigan in the fall of 
1925^ and to'reoain in the Uhited States for two more yean to complete 
his studies* 
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A r^ort dated Scptenber 192^ reflects that an attenpt 
nas node to locate VAGO at 59 Bay 32 Street and that the Injector ivas 
informed ly ^s* 1TILLX\M GOLDSTEIN that VAGO had remained in Brooldyn 
during the absence of the GOLDSTEINS In the suianor of 192$ and that 
tg;)on their return- they had found him gone and had received no iford 
as to his 'nhereabouts or intentions* She advised the inspector _ 
that VAGO had received a NnrordxLc reply to his ^plication for admission 
to the University ‘of Michigan, but that she did not know whether 
he had gone there* 

A report dated January l6, 1929 reflects that TJILLIAM 
GOLDSTEIN, VAGO'S uncle, was interview^ hy an INS inspector at 
his home at 2027 85th Street, Brooldyn, GOIDSTEIN advised ^that VAGO 
had graduated from Pratt Institute in Brooklyn and had returned to 
Budapest, Hungary* He promised to furnish, the INS a letter he had 
received from his nephew in October, 1928, A letter dated January 25, 
1929, addressed to GOLDSTEIN by INS thanked GOLDSTEIN for his 
cooper^ion and informed him that the letter fi*om his nophew which 
he had/ forwarded to INS wa^ being returned to him, 

H.\ 

■Who 5S\n custody of the Tftiited States Marshal, 

Southern 'District of New York, 

New York, New York 

It>on issuance of a VJiit of Ad Testificandum 

Can testify to the following signed statement: 

"October 2, 1950 
Philadelphia, Penna, 

"I, ILiHEY GOLD, make the following voluntary statement 
to RDDSnr G, JENSEN and H'lLPH J. T. C-'P.TER, JR,, who have identified 
themselves to me as Special Agents of the Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
No threats or promises have been made to me and I know that ary state- 
ment I make can bo used against me in a Court of Law* I have been 
advised of my right of covinsel and I know that I do not have to make 
any statement at all, 

'S. "I first heard of OSCAR JOHN VAGO in 19U3 from ABRAHAIL 

^^l LBROTHM.iN « idro was at that time furnishing me with technical inf ora- 
tion for transmittal to the Soviet Union, BRDTItttlVat’this time wanted 

M^igEllENOV so that 
liLER , VAGO and 
ihemi^pv Desig n 
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me to get financial assistance for him from SEISIN 
he, BRDTHMAN, could hire OSCAR JOHN VAGO and JAC 
MILLER were to work for HENRUi^LWXNNE or 

^ • • ^ T I ^ ^ j 


■Ca naoration^ BROTHMIN was' a, partner with 
in this film, ' 



nd HENRY GOLWYNNE 
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"SEMENOV iros my Russian espionage stipe rlor at this time* 

I inforood him of BROTHEiN'S request which 2id rejected xather violently*- . 

"VAOO and lOlLER had been described^ by BROTHMfLN, to me 
as sincere and convinced Conmunists idio cotOd form the nucleus of a 
later development of a BROlHlttN organization* This organization to 
produce and design chemical processes for the Soviet Uhion^ This 
venture of BROTBB/di'S was all to be backed by Amtorg or Russian money* 

^ "I first met VAGO in Ifey of 19U6 on the morning I cams to 
work for A^^OTffllMI ASSOCIATES, He was a partner 'in this firm and 
was also a design engineer and the chief draftsman* 

"Many times in the ensuing months^ VAGO wovild spend a 
great deal of time in the office on 32nd Street in discussing such 
matters as what had gone in his own particular •Communist Party Club* 
tho ni^t before* He would also dwell at some length on neiTS items 
and editorials in the Hew fork Herald Tribune and would es^ostulate 
about the perfidy of the capitalist press in general* 

"Later when the design offices had been moved to the 
Chatham-Fhcnlx Bldg* In Long Island City, on one occasion^ BROTHM/iH 
became upset for we were delayed in conpleting a report for the Mattur 
Chemical Co, of India j because OSCAR VAQO was at that vezy moment 
busy selling a fecial edition of the DAXLY 770RKSR in Queens Plaza* 

On at least one other occasion, VAGO told me 6f having sold the 
DAILY HORKER in both his home neighborhood, Rsgo Paric, and nearby 
Queens Village* 

•'Sometime in the spring of 19U8, a mimeographed series 
of parphlcts criticizing the policies of the National Leaders of the 
American Coanmnist Party came ouu^Theso pamohlets were issued by an 
indtvidvial vfiiose name may have beOT^^^ANKLIl!** To the best of my 
knoiKlodgc^ this <PHANKLIH* became a Aadcr of a factionalist groip 
in Harlem*. 

"AER-AEAM BROTHUAH was much taken with the arguments 
presented by • FRANKLIN •* He at 'one time argued these points before a 
Communist party Club in Chelsea, lAiich is a section of Manhattan* 

"A few days later, iddle 1 was working at the Elmhurst 
. # Laboratories of A. BHOTHUIN ASSOCIATES, ’VAGO called aai asked me to ' 

^ come to his home some two miles distant* Hhilo at the VAGO residence, 

OSCAR stated his belief that the Chelsea Comnunists had been pez^ 
fectly justified in ejecting BROTHU'dl from their meeting* VAGO 
added that in his own Rego Park Club, BROlHMnN would not have succeeded 
in even getting a few words of criticism out*. 

- 10 - 



• • 




4 . 


o 


f 





m 100-5S2U2 


* - 

"In late May of 19U8j BROTIOtiM wont to Switzerland ‘to sell 7 

one of the fina«s processes to the lonza Co« of that country* After ; 

he hod Icft^ tre discovered that BROTHMi^N was planning to deprive the 
rest of his associates from their fair share of any future income of 
A* EROTHJl/^ ASSeX^XATES* On evening in the week following EROTHM^'S 
departure for Switzerland, PHI»J^I}JE . and I were at the VAGO home 
discussing what procedure we shouLd best follow to insure that - . « 

our interests in A* BROTHWyf could be protected* As we were preparing 
to leave, I mentioned that i was in no position to bo too harsh idth 
BROlUJiiN* VAGO then added that he too did not wish to undergo ariy 
scrutiny by the P,B.I*, inasmuch as there was on irregularity in- 
volved in his leaving the United States for Hungary after his first 
stay in America* Ho elaborated on this only to the extent that 
while the authorities thought or believed he had actually left for 
Hungary, he was in reality still in the United States, - 

"PHIL LEVINE, who was present during this entire conver- 
sation, was a co<^rkcr of VAGO and mine at ABEIAE'dl BROTHU'iN ASSOCX/'iTES* 

/ 

"The next time this natter of Irrogularities in connection 
with V.>.GO»S entry into the united States, came xp was in December of 
19U9* I was in New fork City on a visit to the National E^ositlon of 
Chemical Industries .at the Grand Central Palace* At 5t30'or 6i00 
p,m,, on the evening of the first Friday in December 19h9, I cillod 
VAGO just to say hello, but OSC->'Jl Insisted I come over to his horiso' 
for dinner and a talk* At the ond of several hours of conversation, 

VAGO again mentioned his fear of an investigation concerning the 
irregularities of his movements in and out of the Uhited States of 
iimcrica in the late twenties or early thirties* This ins the last time 
that 1 saw or heard from OSCAR JOHN VAGO* 

"This is to certify that I, HiUiRr GOU), have read the 
above statement consisting of this and four other pages, I have placed 
my Initials at the bottcmi of the preceding four pages signifyii^ that 
I have read those pages* I have also placed my initials at the cor- 
rections indicated on page 2 and again on page k* The information 
that I 'have furnished above is true to the best of knowledge and 
belief, 

/s/ EiRRT GDUJ 

October 2, 1950* 

Philadelphia, panna. 
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BERNICE RIVERia. 

llli ‘fest'lllith Street 

New Yorkj New York • 

Con testify to the following signed statement: 

»607 S* Court House 
Foley Gqtiarc 
New York, 'N. Y. 

October 9p 19|0 

"I, Mrs. BERNICE RIVERIA, make this statement volun- 
tarily of my own free will to VICTOR TURIN, who identified himself 
oixi is known to me as a ^cial Agent of the Federal Bureau of 
Ihvestlgation*' No threats, force, or duress were used against me 
and no rewards, or promises were made to me to give, this statement. 
This statement concerns my knowledge about one OSCiiR VAGO, for whom 
I worked in 191:8, 

”1 an t?renty-six years old and reside at 111: West Ubth 
Street, N. Y«, N. Y* I corbie ted the tenth grade of school and 
can read and write. 


•’I first met Mr, and Ifrd, OSCAR VAGO through .Mrs » lltRILYN 
_ . ^ILEY. for whom I was doing housework at the time, I worked for ^ ^ 

/ Mrs, l^ATT.EY for! a period of approximately two and one-half years, , 

After I met Urs^ VAGO I was then engaged by her to do housecf eaning 
whlcl: I did for her for a period of approximately two months. 


'’Dialing ny brief period of enployment for Mrs, VAGO, 
she attempted to get me to join the Communist Party on several 
occasions. She told me that she and Mr, VAGO were both members of 
the Communist party. 


”I know that Mr, and Mrs, VAGO were members of the 
Communist Party because I saw both their names in a loose leaf 
note^book kept by Mrs, R'lILEY, Mrs, SilLEY was Secretary"" or 
Treasurer of the Communist party in Queens and she 'kept names 
of members in this note book in alphabetical order. Mrs. ElUEY 
told me herself that thTs note book contained the nazaes of Comaunist 
Party membors in Queens. I sow ‘this book many times and looked 
up names in the book at the request of Ifrs. EilLET, After I 
started working for Mrs. VAGO, it was then that I looked in the book 
and found the name of OSCAR VAGO and the name of Mrs, OSCAR VAGO. 
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"The OSCAR VAGOS had numefotis bits of literature in their 
apartment about the Cnanunist Party* OSCAR VAGD also received the 
(Rally Worker* which I observed in *^6 spartment* l£rs* VAGO would 
also play record entitled (The Red Amor Song* to tdxich the children 
would march* 

"The note book I referrecl to earlier which was kept 
by ttrs* BlIILEI and Contained names of members of the Communist Party 
in Queens is described as follows: Large looseJLoaf binder j li^t' 
blue cover tdiich cover appeared to have boon a Canvas of some sort* 

/ / 

"I have read the above statement consisting of three 
pages and every woid is true and correct to the best ay knowledge « 


(signed) "BERNIC^IVERIA 


I^telVE 


"Witnessed: 


"VICTOR TURIN, Special Agent, F. B. I," 

THOMAS H. ZOELLER, Special Agent 

New York Office, Federal Bureau of ^^Investigation 

ROBERT M. KANE, Special Agent 

New York Office, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Can testify that they arrested OSCAR VAGO at 1:U6 FB 
on Septeiliber 28^ iP^s in the vicinity of 18 East h8th Street, 
New York, New York, 


PENDING 
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that he reeelTad to thla office. 
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aistriot Direotor 

XhqtjlCppAtion h iaturallMtioa 8«nriat ^ 

70 CAlQBbus AvAHOA ,, . RE: OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was. 

Ve« T«rk 23, Mtv Tork v^. ' pERJUay : . ".'A^ 

y;;.^, ... . ....^ . ., ■ ESPIOiJAiaB...- R '’ v!.?'., ► - 

RefArenee li'kAda to your fUo 989^3/9^ pertAlnlng **>1 
to on# OSCiO’VAOO. .y - -.-i --t,^ A ._ ,; .| 
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R«ferenee filo indlOAtoo thAt on JonuAry 12, 1925 8 

7AQ0 WAS Admitted to the United atatea At Kew Tork Aa An ^ M 

ImmiRFAnt atudent deatined to the IhsiTeraity or Hichigan* . a 
BOveTer, Aoeording to the report, TAgo did not regiater At m 

that inatittttioa And An inveatigAtlon «aa eonduoted by your 1 
of flee Aa a reault. Thia inveatigAtion diaeloaed that Tago . 1 

had graduated Aron Fratt Inatitute in Brooklyn after hi# - I 

arriTAl In the United atatea and that 1^ had returned to I 

; hie hOi» InBudapeat, Hungary^^.' 7 \. ..J V . 'i ^ X A 

-t ' ^ , '■ > 'T ‘ ‘ \ y 'jI 

On 8epteid>er 20, 1950, Yago naa subpoenaed before 
A Federal Qr^d Jury In the Southern Bistrlet of Rev York ^ 

for oueationing eonoeming hla relationship with Abraham 
Brot^ Aeao^atea, a firm in nhioh he uaa a imTto^T^m 
19tt to 19t8. This ,flm at one time emplmd JUscad^^ | 

self-admitted Soviet agent, and A brabairflgotbaan wd BirlM 1 

—flpskowits, mho mere alao partners In the firm mth Tago, have i 

' been oonvloted in United States Watriot Court on a oharp of 1 

obstruotlng iuatioe. Rhen questioned conccmix^ ;i 

by the <k*and Ju^, aecording to the indictment Tago testified 
that in 1929 he had gone to Bungary and that he had returned ^ 
to the united States in 1933. Be also testified that his wife i| 
’ not accompanied >><■ on the trip but that she bad Joined 

Mm in Bungary in 1932* ' - 


JtfCi Bxireau (IOI-I988) 
RMK:HC . ' . 

100-55242 
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XnT«stlSfttl6ii hptt iftl^loaetf that Tago attjually vat 


I 


■M-t t-- Chhtant f^roa tba Vnltad Stataa only f^poa Jteoai^har 3^ 1932 to 
>^4 ^ yamiary 1&, 1933* tnd that hit wiro aeooapaaiatf hla on thla - " 
Vlp» and that ho haa boon in tho Vnitod istatoa eontlnuously 
ainoo hit original ontry in 1925 to tho proaont tiaa alth , 
tho aboro oaeoption. 






An indiotaont ohargihg Tago with perjury boforo tho 
Orand Jbry «aa rotumod on Septoabor 2B, 195<^« and ho ia 
proaontly being held on |t0,000«00 bail pondli^ hia trial# 
vhioh ia aet for peeeabor A# 1950* 


I 




It li not*d that TagD# «h^ vai sorn bn Mruary $7^ 






V^y ^ _ 
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1898 at Budapoatf Hungary « filed Fetition for Haturallaation - 
#310321 in the United Statea Pie tr lot Court for the Southern ^ 
Platriot of Kou York on Kay 31* 1938« and waa admitted to ~ 
oltlaenahlp on September 29 « 1938« Cortifioato of Haturaliaa* 
tion #4320335 waa iaaued to hSi 

At tho time of hla arrest* Yago waa employed as a 
atruetural onginoor by Jacob Aronow# at 12 Hast 48th Street* 
How York* Bo resides at 66-07 99th Street* Hego Park* Long 
. Island* 

C .4 ' \ ^ "i ^ \ / '"v 

t This is being submitted for your information* 

Yoyp truly yours 
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BSVARD SOHBZSff 
Special Agent in Charge 
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PERJURY fU ;- 
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synopsis OF facts: VAOO plead not guilty to indictment on 


/d 


10/23 Ao and trial date set for II/13/5O, 
On 11/13/50 Government requested adjourn- 




On 11/13/50 Government requested adjourn-, ’ 
ment ef trial te 12/4/50 » -On ll/l4/5^'*4ri « ' 

- J - hearlng'before' U.S.. District 'Judge ■'< i.' 

v;# hf - % ' W.'^ CLANOY, 12/4/50 trial date approved aiiH*- 

A y reduction of ball denied. VAGO remains. in 

v/ . custUdy U.S. Marshal, SDNY, Residence of, .,,. 

. 7 . A* ‘ VAGO dxiring 1929-31 period at 28-20 37th ' 

a' ^ St., Ast^la, Long Island, verified. 1948 

jk* f i letter from VAGO to HARRY GOLD set eut. 

\ I Bank account reviewed. Interviews with 

»IV) X? ^ A. Brethman Associates employees set out, .. - — 
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PROSECUTIVE ACTION ' / 

^ ^ <0 

On October 23, 1950, before United States District 
Judge, WILLIAM BONDY, VAGO entered a plea of not guilty to 
the indictment charging him with perjury and trial date was 
set for November 13# 1950. 

' On Neve'mber 13i"1.950, MOSES“'C, WEIMAN, attorney. :.:'4- V; 
fir VAGO. requested a reduction of ball in preeeedings befere." 
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PtOPEVTY OF rth-THIS CONFIDENTIAL Vf^NT AND JTtXONTCNTO AtE 
AOENCY TO WHICH LOANED. 
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J^lte^ States Dl^strlet/Judge JOHN -W.J CIANCY and requested 
j l^ialAat a :date:^arller than Decc&b^„ 4, 19fOA;|!hlch was;:^ 
requested hy the Governmcnji. On November .14/ 1950/ 
hearing in flHambers, Jhdge CLANCY denied tlie, reductlotr'lh 'f ->^i|^ 
ball and approved December 4, 1950# as a trial date. 






As of November 22^ 1950 i VAQO had not made ball 
and remained In the custody of the United States Marshal « 
Southern District of New York. 

- - • . ; • ' . i 

RESIDENCES . '* 5 = ' 
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v^e follow jjig Investigation^ was‘ conducted' by SA John, ’i| 
H. Wagn.t^ -- . ^0 




m) 


397 Third Avenue 
Astoria. Long Island 


It Is noted that the above address Is the one fur- 
nished by VAGO at the time of his marriage In 1928. This 
address Is no longer In existence but Investigation Indicates 
that the present nxunber which corresponds to the above address 
Is 31-16 32nd Street, Astoria, Long Island. 





•J V X. J. K0H0T3T, 31-fe 37 th Street, owner, of the above 
building, advised -.that he had no recollection of ^ VAGO and r 
stated that no records of tenants were "available. -. 

’’ 

D. MIHAUK, superintendent of the building In 1930, 
GUSTAVE KROCL, and JOHN BEI£MANK, long time tenants of the 

building, advised that they had no recollection of VAGO. 

* *• 

CURT RASCH, 31-40 32nd Street, and RUDOLPH JERABEK, 
31-23 32nd Street, long time residents in the , neighborhood, 

.( were also .unable to furnish any information concerning VAGO. 

\ V- V. ■■ J> ^ t ■- f • -• \ 


340 Ditmars Boulevard 
Astoria, Long Island 




■4 


ii^ls hoted that the above address.. Is, that given 
by at the time of her marriage and is believed 

to be Identical with the present address of 36-02 Ditmars 
Boulevard. 
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Dr. CHARLES P. ZET^IAN, who has resided at the address 
■» for some twenty-five years, and Mr. and Mrs. CHARLES VLECK, 
36-04 Dltmars Boulevard, who have resided at that address for 
approximately the same period, were unable to furnish any 
information concerning VAQO or his wife. 

28-20 37th Street 
Astoria, Long Island 





V 


A revlex-/ of the telephone directory for the sximmer 
of 1929 rpf^cts that a telephone was listed to one CLAIRE V. 
[^ISSIMAjW^rd-' that in the 1929-30 and 1930-31 editions the 
number was listed to CLAIRE at the above address. 

PHILIP MERK, building superintendent, and Mrs. C. F. 
WALTERS, long time tenant, were unable to furnish any informa- 
tion concerning the VAGOS as were also EDV/ARD TARDY and ELLA 
PISCUS, son and daughter of the deceased owner of the building. 

JOSEPHINE DULAK, 43 Halady Street, Yonkers, present 
owner of the building, stated that she had no records cover- 
ing the period when the VAGOS are said to have resided there. 

Mrs. JOHN BUZEK, 28-21 37th Street, and A. KNCROViSIII, 
28-18 37th Street, long time residents of the neighborhood, 
were also unable to furnish any information concerning the 
VAGOS . 


The following signed statement reflecting residence 
of the VAGOS at that address was obtained from Mrs . EMJIA 
JAHODA, I9I-IO 122nd Avenue, St. Albans 12, Long Island, 

New York; 


"191-10 122 Avenue 
St. Albans 12, Long Island 
New York 

November 10 , 1950 

"I, Emma Jahoda, make the following statement to 
John H. Wagner -who has identified himself to me as being a 
Special Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. Mo 
promises. Inducements or duress have been used to have me 
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"make this statement and I know that anything I say may he 
used In a court of law. 

"To the best of my knowledge and recollection I 
was superintendent of the apartment house located at 28-20 
37 Street i Astoria, Long Island, New York from about 1929 to 
1933 dtirlng which period I collected the rent from the tenants 
for the landlord. 

*'I recognized the pictures of Oscar John Vago taken 
In 1932 and 1933 and the plctxare of Claire Vago taken in 1931 
shown to me by SA John H. Wagner as tenants In the above 
apartment house at the time I became superintendent. However, 

I do not recall the length of their tenancy nor when they 
moved from 28-20 37 Street but do recall that they moved 
from this address before I left as superintendent. 

"I have read the foregoing statement consisting of 
this and one other page and it is true and correct to the 
best of my knov;ledge. 


/s/ Mrs EM'IA JAHODA 


"Witness : 

/s/ JOHN H. WAGNER, Special Agent, Federal Bureau of Investigation" 

25 Sickles Street 
New York City 

The following signed statement was obtained from 
Mrs. ALICE R. TREI, 15 Sickles Street, New York: 

"October I7, I950 

"I, Alice R. Trel, make the following voluntary 
statement to John K. Wagner who has identified himself to me 
as a Special' Agent of the Federal Bureau of Investigation. 

No promises, threats or duress have been used to have me make 
this statement’ and I know it may be used in a court of law. 

"I reside in apartment 4A at I5 Sickles Street, Mev; 
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js ’"York City and my husband, Peter Trei, and I have owned the 
apartment house located at this address since August 1, 1944. 
X R*ora August 1, 1935 to August 1, 1944 we were superintendents 
. / . of this apartment house . 

”I Identified the photograph of Oscar John Vago 
which was shown me by Special Agent John H. Wagner as being 
the Oscar Vago who occupied apartment 7B at 25 Sickles 
Street, New York City during the late 1930 ’s with his wife 
and remained In this apartment for about twelve to eighteen 
months. I do not recall the exact dates of his tenancy at 
this address and no records to verify the exact dates are 
available. However, I do recall that several months after 
Vago moved' into apartment 7B his wife gave birth to a child. 

*’I have read the foregoing statement and it is true 
and correct to the best of my knowledge. 


/s/ ALICE R. TREI 

’’■•Jitness: 

/s/ JOHN H. WAGNER, Special Agent, Federal Btireau of Investigation" 
BANK ACCOUNT 

Confidential Informant T-1, of known reliability, 
advised that the following checks had been drai'm on the 
VAGO account at the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company of NwYad;, 
95-38 Queens Boulevard; 

Date 


9 /IS/ 5 O 
9/27/50 
10/9/50 
10/20/50 
, 11/14/50 


Amount 

$ 10.00 

600.00 

500 . 00 

136.95 

500.00 


Payee 

— ^-Blingarlan Dally Journal Association, Inc. 
IffiTHlffl^AILY 
MOSES G-pJ-WEIMAM 
Collector of Internal Revenue 
MOSE^^IMAN 
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■Hiiccoiifit'" We?fe ■'Bmaii and 'app8^en'itl|r ot a^'.rdutlne; hatdre Buch 
"* as for titilltles, '* The balanVe'ln thd, account' as of -November."^ 
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2, 1950 was %k9ZA7* 

T,V- - >.‘ 

It Is noted that ARTHUR BAILY was the original 
attorney for VAGO and that MOSES C, VIEIMAN presently represents 


'*< o 



-;. 


him. 
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Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability,- 
has'^advised that VAGO rede ives at his "home the "Magyar Joyo" 
(Hungarian Daily, Journal) Confidential Informants T-3 and 
T-4, 6f known reliability ^”-^have described this publications 
as a prd^^mmunist Hungarian language daily published in New ’ 
York City by the Hungarian Daily Journal Association, Inc. 





Confidential Informant T-5> of known reliability, 
advised that OSCA^VAGO opened an account on August 23* 19^1* 
with the Forest Hills Branch of the Corn Exchange Bank and 
Trust Company at 106-24 71st Avenue, Forest Hills. The 
opening deposit was $2^.00 and the account was closed on 
September .X5, 1944, Informant could furnish no additional 
Information concerning the account., 

.j t .-y.Y 'I i | i 

' 'It is noted that the above information was obtained 

on a confidential basis and is not to be made public except 
in the usual proceedings upon issuance of a subpoena. 
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VAGO LETTER TO HARRY GOLD 



On June 3, 1950* at the residence of 



i 


'.‘ir 

a 


OLD, 
following 


;:v 


6823 Kindred Street* Philadelphia* Pennsylvania, 
letter was found by SA Forrest P. Burgess of the Philadelphia 
Office, It IB noted that this searph was conducted under a.' % 

waiver from GOLD’S attorney, JOHN D‘. M. HAMILTON. ,. ^ V 

. . The letter was addressed to "Mr. HARRY GOLD, 6823 
Kindred fflbreet, Philadelphia, Pa.," and bore the return address 

"OSCAR J.'-vAGO, 6607 - 99th St., Regd Par‘k,'^N.Y."* It was 

postmarked June 30, 1948, New York, New York. 
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^'Sy iobr5524:^tf>*§ 



"Would you be good enough ^o let me knoit^ . 
or if you don’t know please find out, what’ 
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■t 

u 
* ■ 
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is the subscription rate of the *Chem. 

Abstracts' (member and non-member rate) and 
of the I. ae E«C. Analytical Edition. Also, A 
whether you could get another member sub- 
^ «crlptlon?r' How are you? ;jWhat is . news on the 
/ Job l^nt? I hope you succeeded Iti . lochtihg^J^' 

\ yourself.' 1 had a talk with Bbrnle^a teii ' 

'days ago. It seems that B. acts as an agent 
of AB. in the guise of an impartial co-plaintiff. 
- But why he does tlmt is rather difficult for me 
to see. This time, the purpose probably was 
to see whether I am a dope or whether I have 
a lawyer? But there is no Lonza deal nor 
Norman deal , as yet 1 I hear that Stanton 
hired Jaffe froml.P.E. (Emil's outfit) as~' ^ 
something like a plwt engineer. When will 


r'':- 






K 









you be up in Ny,^, . I would very much like to 
see ydul . ^ - ^ , Y A: i - 

"I would appreciate an early answer to'^my- 
questions. Oh yes, I spoke to Bill last 
weekend. He is having a tou^ time finding 
a Job in NY. He is looking for some plant 
production Job. He'll probably have to leave 
town. He says that both A. and K, are in at 
9 A.M. and that A. goes to bed at 9 P.M. 
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Sincerely - 

/^s/ l^CAR } 


/ 

V 









my b. in law) is anxiously 
the apartment 4 

"P.P.S. You did not forget the lodging to my 
friend for the convention? His name is: 

Sy Lesser. 

' 0 ." 
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^Interviewed 'on( Jwtt¥^QV .^I ^ 

concerning the above lettw^^.- 'GOLD advised that tha 
referred to ls_B®NARl£SiDTO, an Interview with whom has 
previously be en^ pbrt^~lrr this case. The NORMAN referred • ^ ? 
to Is EDWARD CTylro RMAN, who was at one time a potential 
piarchaser^ 6f~XiVBi‘OtKinan Associates, The STANTON mentioned '“- 
Is MICHEL A^^^^eTANTON, an owner of the Stanto n Chemical 
Company, Philadelphia', for which A]^AHASf\BROTHMAN set up a 
process for a cold wave treatment. 




.< The. pAPPE 4 refeiTed to Is ^AIffi 


y xax' x'Mi w jk A w Mi y>^ f %j •is chei^cal"^ 

engineer Xor®®i*ly with Industrial Process Engineer Ing,". 8, ■ 
ilster Avenue, Newarlc, which Is also referred to In the ' 
letter. The EMIL referred to Is EMK^'BARISH, former partner 
In A, Brothman Associates. . .The BIIX^ referred to Is- WILLIAM. 

OHALL, a former employee of A. Brothman Associates, who 
has previously been interviewed In this case. 

The A. and M. referred to are ABRAHAM BROTHMAN and 
MIRIAMJ^SKOWITZ « The VICTOR referred to, a brother- In- law^ 
of VAGO, was not known ^oGOlJ), GOLD advised that he was 
not acquainted with the S^SJCJpISSER. referred to in the post-.^' 

, script but stated that VAQD .; had reqdesteq him to furnish f, [ 

' living accommodations for LESSER upon the 'occasion of the 
latter's visit to Philadelphia In 19^ for the convention 
of the Progressive Party, V 

Confidential Informant T-6, of knowr^ reliability, 
has advised that on October 31^ 19^, SEY MODRjsLESSER, 62-98 
Saunders Street, Rego Park, Long Island, who is also known 
as SY, was active In canvassing work for the Copnuplqt Party. 

The informant advised that LESSER was a leader in the Rego 
.'Park Section of, the Communist Party.- As has been previously 
\ reported, OSCAR VAGO Is also a ^embef of the Rego Park Section ^ 4 
‘of the Conintunlst Party. 

• M 

Confidential Informant T-7, of known reliability, ' . 2 

advised on October 17,’ 1950 that LESSER was still active 
in Communist Party affairs. * 
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^ ^r:, jicteERT' KEITH " TOWNSEND, %2 Prb Spe cT Avenue y'^& cilf f 
Long Island^ advised SA Joseph J. Falguta that he had been ^ ^ 
employed by ABA In 19^5 19^6 at the ABA office at 11^ - 

East 32nd Street, New York, He stated that VAGO, who was - ^ 
at that time a partner In ABA, was In charge of the offlae ^ 
dtirlhg periods of BROTHMAN's absence. He advised that he i 

considered both BROTHMAN and VAGO to be Communist Patty :j 

members or strong sympathizers since they constantly discussed^ 
CP-af fairs and since he. had seen them in possession of tlsketsl 
to" raUles staged by the C^pmmlat Par t^. v 

^ HER«r^ABINCfVITCH, 129 West 89th Street, New York, an i 

engineer wlth7" ABA from August 19^6 to May 19^7* advised i 

SA Stuart J. Cameron that he was unable to furnish any per- ^ 

tlnent Information concerning VAGO, 

SEYMOUH^NBEIiKORN, an ABA employee from May 19^5 to 
.September 19^^ - iidvlse.d SAS Stueu't .J, Cameron and Robert L, 
Stevenson, jr. that he was In possession of no information 
pertinent to this investigation. 1. 5 

. f SHdlfiMfSlLBERSTEIN, 2 Brighton 8th Cdurt,. Brooklyn, f j 
a chemist "with ^ABA^ from June 19^5 to MaV 19^7*^ advised SA Stua^ 
J, Cameron" that he 'knew nothing concerning the activities of , 
VAGO except those pertaining to business affairs. 
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MILTONTIWSIM, 1025 Bryant Avenue, Bronx, employee of 
ABA from Jime 19^5 to August 19^5 1 was Interviewed by SAS 
Joseph C. Walsh, Jr. and Robert P. Royal. He, too, was unable 
to furnish any Information pertinent to this Investigation. 

' . ' .J * ■ . • 

Mrs.' R uth LEVflWr^EUGER, ,15^ Bearsall Avenue, f':' 

Mab, VciTion,"“New Ydrk, aai'^ABA- empldyee .for about ttoee months 
in the spring of 19^6, ERNEST EGERSOK^IR, 114-20 172nd - ^ 

Street, Queens, an ABA employee from Pebru8u?y 1946 to May 
1946, and JOEL STANU Y/C HALEK, 63-45 Wetherol Street, Rego " 
Park, all advised SA Joseph J** Palguta that they had no 
pertinent Information concerning VAGO. 
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INFORMANTS 

Woodstock^ New York, former high CP 
official, advl^ela SA Louis P. Hurley, Jr. that he was unable 
to Identify a photograph of VAGO. 

In a letter dated November 9> 1950, the Boston 
Office advised that HERBERT A* PHILBRICK was unable to 
Identify a photograph of VAGO. 

Confidential Informants T-8, T-9j T-10, T-11, T-12, 
T-13 j T“14, T-I 5 and T-I6, all of known reliability, were 
unable to identify VAGO. 

VAGO WILHELM 


It is noted that on October 2, 1950 > Mrs. JAMES 
CAMPBELL LEWIS, 22 East 73rd Street, New York, advised that 
one VAGO WILHEU''; had been a Commj£Bar in the Communist govern- 
ment in Hungary in 1919 and that nevjspaper photographs of 
VAGO resembled VAGO WILHELI'I a great deal. 

On November l4, 1950, photographs of VAGO were 
exhibited to Confidential Informant T-3> who stated that 
he had been personally acquainted with the official referred 
to by Mrs. LEWIS and that he bore no resemblance to OSCAR 
VAGO. He stated that VAGO WliHELM, properly known as BELA 
VAGO, held the post of COiiimlssar of Public Welfare in the 
Communist regime of BELA KUN in Hungary in 1919 and related 
that VAGO died in Soviet Russia in the early 1920's. 

MISCELLANEOUS 



Confidential Informant T-1 advised that a check 
dated October 1.8, I950, in the amount of $194.00 to OSCAR 
VAGO was deposited in the Sterling National Bank and Trust 
Company of New York, 95*'38 Queens Boulevard, by I<lrs. VAGO. 

The check was drawn on the Riggs National Bank, Washington, D.C. 
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\ ^^ J>y PAffri^r nT TMofe . ■ It l8'"hoted ^at'%he In^dt^ant advis^ed"' '^f%% 
- )tf previously that a $200.00 check had been given by WEIDLINGER , 

to Mrs. VAGO and also that at the time of his arrest VAGO . - 
:^ .- ■ , carried a business card of PAUL WEIDLINGER, General Englneer-J.. 

. Ing Associates, 1928 First Street, N*W,, Washington,. D, C»/- ^ i 

"i In a teletype dated October 9'> 195^* the Washington Field ; /, ;^ | 

. -f .5 Office was requested to identify WEIDLINGER* , ^ ‘j,;-. 
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'• .:^,''’^As previously reportedi ,, BERNARD PIDTO, 7§3 Troy ' 

Avenue, .Bi^oklyn,( a financial backer of A. Brothn^ Assoaiates,^^ 
advised jthat in 19.48 a dispute between <yAGO' and MIRIA15‘ MOSKOWITZ^a 
. at the ABA offices In Long Is.lahd City had grown to such pro--: ''<;| 
portions that the police were.* called to restore order. A ' ^ 

check of the records of the 108th .Precinct :‘of the New York ■ \ 
City Police Department at 5"^7 50th Avenue, Long Island City, 
failed to disclose any record of this incident. The records - 
were reviewed by SAS Joseph C. Walsh, Jr, and Ralbh P. Miller. *J 

* j?. In Bureau letter dated November 6, 1950, it Is reflected^ 
that the FBI Laboratory searched the signature and handprinting j 
of VAGO through the National Security Pile without effecting . || 

i- .r 7^ A ^ • 2 , ■ j..- ' J . \ y \ Jf' m 
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Jsf/v ,/T>i ^ 


; . will continue a mall cover on, the VAGO residence at 

'■ • 1 66-07 99th street, Rego Park, Long Island. 

• , . : ;■• -.. . ■ /' - • 
Will report the results of a check of the toll callft 
made from the VAGO telephone at the above addresL 


Wlii continue to monitor the bank account of VAGO 


T V- “ 


at ’the Sterling National BAnk and Trust Company of New Xor)c> 
.>■ i. , 9^-38 Queens^Boul^vard^, 

v ,. , will follow and report prosecutive action. 
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Copies of this report are being sent to the 
Los Angeles, San Francisco and Washington Field Offices 
for Information according to Bureau lnsti*uctlons. 
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In Tiav of tha abora and tha fact that tha dlaeloaura of tha 
Inforaant voold ravaal an Invaatlgativa taehnlqaa of the Bureau aa well 
aa Jaopardlaa tiia aafety of tha mfornaht, it la tha auggaatlcm of thia 
offlea that tha Infonunt'a idantltj be protaetad^ and hla taatiaonij’ not 
uaad in thia eaaa« 
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FROM NEW YORKv 



OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS. PERJURY, ESP. R. AUSA ROY COHN, SDNY, PREPARING 
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THE VAGO CASE FOR TRIAL. ADVISES MATERIALLTY OF VACOS TESTIMONY "1 


ftrrADr #? i /MtrcTTrtMAoi r xJr Drt> ca ^j>At»ro*r m vamt OCTOBER SIXTEEN,/ 
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informant 

OUT IN REFERENCED IMPORT AS T ELEVEN, MAY BE UTILIZS 
IN ESTABLISHliiG MATERIALITY. BUREAU REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATaY.1 
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. ^d tkis'^Atterkey was golag to ask for a postpoacmkat of tsa^^ya ia rlsw of Iks 
Oaavaltebtllty of Iks witesss* Judge ld(^raaeiry Steied ks Wd tsarasd that SaVp^ 
, .. . kad stated ke kad a case lavolrlng tks dealtk pcaalty aad tkat la alt likellkodd Ike 
deatk peoalty would be Imposed aad that we te affect were laterfeiiag with tbs 
case by briaglag Gold badt here for seateaciag« .1 commeated that 1 had aot 
beard of aay case yet tki|l| we have baadled la which there is a probability 
of the death penalty being imposed but that there is always a possibility. 

- 1 further commuted that the death penalty waa a^ imfoatd la the Brothaoaa 
. caee aad the Va|tri»ae^inui ia the same catego^.' — ;‘TT' 
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It is therefore recommended that the New York office be adrieed 
that thlB Infoimant caimot be need in connection ivlth the Vago trial. 

A teletype to the New York office ia attached hereto for your approval. 
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»-;>. < A rmimi has ba«a aad« of tfao file is this eeso reflocto 

that on Avfoat 1^ I 94 O 9 T^Btr offleo dlrsoiod m letter to Heotonaot . • . 
Colonel Jaroo A* looter of the Offlee of fllitexar HatelUgenee^ ver 
tieror^oty YraetdBeton« C* C* uader the eeption *J« & S«eel» 0» tOfO • 
C«lpln> EepdloDage.* J% oae noted that in thie letter Infea^atlon eat ^ 
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AUSA ROY COHN ADVISED THAT ON DECEMBER ELEVEN NEXT, 
GOVERNMENT WILL REOUEST ADJOURNMENT OF TRIAL. TO- .1 
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GOVERNMENT WILL REOUEST ADJOURNMENT OF TRIAL.TO- .I ~ 
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FEBRUAIW WiE NEXT ON BASIS OF UNAVAILABILITY OF: .. 
HARRW^LD AND PRESS OF REMINGTON AND ROSENBERG CASES. " 
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OSCAR JOHN VAGO, WAS, PERJURY, ESPIONAGE R, JUDGE SYLVESTER RYAN ,.. 
ORDERED- TRIAL DATE SET FOR JAN. FIFTEENTH NEXT, WITH DEfInITE 
UNDERSTANDING THAT VAGO WILL BE TRIED UPON COMPLETION OF REMINGTON , 
TRIAL. VAGO-S REQUEST FOR REDUCTION OF BAIL TO TWO THOUSAND DOLLARS 


DENIED, CONTINUED AT FORTY^OUSAND DOLLARS; 
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ngrAt^ .TrtwM VACft, H AS, PERJURY, ESP R, IN HEARING BEFORE JUDGE SYL- 
VESTER RYAN THIS DATE, GOVT REQUESTED ADJOURNMENT UNTIL FEB FOUR NEXT 

> ^ . * * 

AND VAGO-S ATTORNEY DEMANDED IMIffiDIATE TRIAL, DECISION RESERVED 
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Photograoh of OSCAR JOHN VACO exhibited to ALFRBD DiBAN 
SLACK at'USPf Atlanta, Oa. SLACK clalos has never seen 

subject to his knowledge • 

- R u c .r’ * 

AT ATLANTA, CEORGIA 

A photograph of OSCAR JOHN VAQO iras exhibited to ALFRED 
DEAN SLACK, an inmate presently confii^ js^t the United 
States Renitentiaiy, Atlanta* Afte^.'^eifliig the photo- 
graph, SLACK stated that to the 1^*st of his knowledge 
he has never knoim VAGO or has never seen him and could 
furnish no Information or background concerning VAQO*S 
activities. 
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FDRPOSEi ~ -• ^ \ ■ -a--^ A.-'- ' ■ -•• ;■• ■- ■ - • 

1b reooanmd against the ratcntioo of Osoar John Yago ■ 
In tha Spaolal Ssplonaga Saotlan of the SeoorilT' Indeoc* ^ 

lUl 

SBllIlSt X* 

— TTk a X - 

/i / /J> Oaoar John Yago eas a partner In the fin of A» Brothosn 
aad-AeeoeiataB,- NearTozfc CIV, Ebw Xoxk, fron Augast, T944> Lo «^e, 
1948 • Raring this period he was oloseV aaaoolated alt]^ ^njc^ld, 
a eoofessed Sorlet eapionage agent, and Abraham Brothman, aho 
Ihxnishing Infomation to knom Soviet agents for transmittal to » . 
Bnssia* ‘ 

Aooordlng to Gold, Yfgo mas present In ^e offioe of A* * 
Brothman and Associates In Raj* A947, idien Brothnan had reoeivwl 
his subpoena to appear before a Fedsral Grand Jhiy In New Toxk« 
lUrther it mas Indioated that on this oooaelon Brothman announced . 
his Intention of telling the mhole story ss to his having furnished 
Informaticm to the Soviets* Oold has also advised that In Deceaber, 
1949, Yago made inquiry of as to mhether Brothman had aotuallj 
received a Bed Star frcm the BS^ for his activities In behalf of 
the Soviet Bhion* On this occasion he is also alleged to htse advised 
Gold that Brothnan had informed him his (Brothman* a) mork bad bear 
morth the moxic of one or tmo brigades of men* 




5 >as learned recently through a highlj confidential 
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Yago mas. bom In "udapest. Bangary on f < 
Be earns to &e B.S.’ ln 1924, and mas nsturalised 
the Soulham filstriet of Rem York on September 2' 
iClaireJ|filsissiun In Long lelend CiV» Eem York, a 
'reeidWd in Baehinston. D. C* ttom. 1938 to 19a di 



^ ^ided in Bashj^gtoo, D* C* from 1938 to 19a during mhieh period be ^ 
'worked for the ProoiSKffait Division of tha Treasury Departosnt, the ^ ^ 
h j p Yederml .^rka Agenqy, Poblio Building Administration, and the War 


^ ^Depaftmmt sj 

X' ^ 1 ^ 5 ^^ 01-1988 




EfBtjef q*Mtfie<rfc y 

Date of Dei*h£^on J 











Ihild in Washingtoiif ]>• C.« lx* vas a Md>ar c£ tha Washington 
Bookshop^ the WaafalngtoQ Canislttae foir Donooratio lotion^ and the 
Anerioan League for Peace and ]>enoora< 7 . I^mo noting back to Wee Wozk 
dtp he was reported to be a aeaber of the Ezeoutlte C<»Qltteo at 
Large of the ^go Park Club of the 8PA In ifay^ 1944* Re eae ' 
eleoted to the Tresident of the Tqrlon Club, ddegeeood Section, Qaeens 
Countj Coaninlet Part^ In Jone, 1949* 

Tago eas eqplOTed bjr the Carol Vanageamt Coxp*, 12 £• 4Rth 
Street, Kew Toxic Clt 7 prior to Septenber 28, 1950, and resided elth 
his wife and teo children at 66-07 99th Street, Rego Park, Long Island, 
Sew Toxk. He la presentlj in the Federal Rouse of Detention in Hew 
Toxk Cit 7 , idiere he is being held in default of a $50,000 bond awaiting 
trial on a Federal Perjuzy charge* ^ . 

■ ' f • ■ ■ 

All of the renalning factors appearing in the nemorandun of 

SepteoA>er 28, 1950, have bean given appropriate oonsideration* 
HECCaMERDATlOS t 

It Is ree«BDended that Oscar John Tagchbe reuared from the 
Special Espionage Section of the Seouritr Indsoc pending the outcome 
of the present prosecutive action against hln, but retained in the 
regular section of the Securitf ^Iiidsx. A letter is being directed 
to the Department requesting their opinion as to Vagos immediate 
apprehension in case of hostilities, ahould he be successful in being 
released under bond. 
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DurlJig 1938 aad 1939, sabjact, uhlle residing in .. . . I 

Washington, D.C., was a close associate of DAVID j 

BLOOM and JO&EFH ZALKIM. In 1938, subject, BLOOM ■ 

and ZALKIli were enplojed by Treasu^ Depas^toeht 
and all were active in the FAECT* BLOCM, active 
of the united States, waa.en^loyed by Russia in 
.1932* In 1939, was reported to hare been active j 

in the American League for Peace and .Democracy, / . . : 

which organisation falls within the purview of . .- j 

BO 9835* to 19l»3» Bloom was employed by the Dupont “ \ . . j 

Company, Wilmin^on, Delaware, naA resided Phiia- f 

delphla, Pennsylvania. ZALKIN is a native of Russia | 

and naturalised U*S. cltisen. Was educate in the | 

.United States and during early 1930* s was employed . ^ i 
as an Engineer in Russia. Reliable confidential in- VL /, P 
formants have advised that ZALKIN was a manber of the 
American Peace Mobilisation, Washington Committee fo^. - . | 

Democratic Action, and other Conminist front groups.' ■ ' 

Re resides Arlington and 'is now employed Department i 

of Army. In 1938, VAGO resided 2111i Ruidekoper Place, ,V't 

N.W. in home of MORRIS H. BERKMAN . ZALKIN also re- ^ ^ 

sided at this residence in 1938. D^V- .1' 
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DETAILS: ' at WA.91IWQTOtf, D«C« ' ' • - 
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SUBJECT* 8 aHPLOTKENT AT 
raOCUREMBrt! bl^SION, tREASlffiY DEPARTMERT 


CRARLBS W« BARBER, Chief, Structural Snglaeering Division, Oeneral 
Services Administration, advised that this Division, during the 1930*8, vas 
knovn as a part of the Broeurement Division of the Treasuxy Department. 
BARBER recalled that subject had been ooployed as a Structural Ehgineer in 
this Division during the late 1930* s under his general supervision. Be also 
Stated that DAVID BLOOM and JOSEPH ZALKIM were also employed in this same 
section and also served nnder his general supen^slon. BA^ER recalled that 
subject mas released from his position Jp ^93^, to a reduction in force. 
Thereafter, according to BARBER, the subject ms employed by the Department • 
of the Any. ' Since 1939* BARBER stated that he has had no further contact 
^th subject. He also advised that BLOOM and ZALKIR left their positions 
in the Treasury Department at apnroxlmately the sane time as did the subject 
and were thereafter employed respectively by the Dupont Ccmpany and the 
Department . of the Arny. (JL 


Mhlle serving under his general direction, Mr. BARBER recalled 
that subject, BLOOM and ZALEIR were all active in the local el^ter of the 
f ed^atlw of Arch! twcte . Engineers . Chemists and. Technicians y.AEpT.) . which 
has been. identified previously in this Investigatlcin. BA^ER was of the 
opinion that BLOOM served for a period during the late 1930* s as President 
of the local chapter of the FAECT. BARBER was not aequainteB with subject, 
BLOOM or ZALKIR socially and had no additional pertinimt Information. tL ' 

O^RQE SLOAN, Structural Sigineer, Oeneral Services Administration, 
recalled that VAOO had been en^loyed in his section when the group was under 
the Procurement Division of the Treasury Department. SLOAN advised that he 
was not well acquainted with the subject and advised that subject's closest 
acquaintances during this period were DAVID BLOOM and JOSUH ZALKIN, aho wen 
also employed in the Procurement Division as Structural fiiglnsers. tL 


Mr. SLOAN recalled that these individuals were all active in the 
local FAECT and that BLOOie served ae President of the 0. C. Chapter of this 
group during the late 1930* s. Mr. SLOAN had no additional information 
pertinent to this investigation and was not aware of the present whereabouts 
of subject, BLOOM or ZALKIN. UL 
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R. U. ZIKMERUANy Structural Engineer* Oeneri^ Sertrleee Administra- 
tion* and OR ARLES E. ISWA^S* Structural Sogineer* General Services Adminie- 
tratlon* recalled that object had been eBi{:d.oyed V^th then during the late 
1930' 8* They also advised that during that period subject's closest asso- 
ciates were ZALKIN and BLOOM. ZIMKEBMW advised that the loyalty and 
patriotism of the subject was suspected. Neither EDWARDS nor ZIMMERMAN 
could fbmlsh any concrete or definite evidence showing how sxibject* BLOOM 
and ZALKIN acquired this reputation* but both stated that subject was con- 
sidered to be a Rutsslan synpathiaer while employed in the Treasury Department* 


GIDEON if. HAYNES, 21|20 Observatory Place, 'N*W«* and former Group 
Chief* Procuronent Division* Treasury Department* advised that VAGO was em- 
ployed under his Immediate supervision during 1939 and 19li0* at the Procurement 
Division* tC 

■..HAYNES also advised that VAGO was a close associate and acquaintance 
of DAVID ^BL0(K, iPiom he described as active in the local chapter of •^e JTAEC y* 
HAYNES recalled that in conversations with VAGO* it was his definite im- 
pression that VAGO was sympathetic toward Communism and Russia* Although 
Mr* HAYNES could not recall any specific statement made by VAGO and had no 
personal knowledge that VAGO was a Communist* he advised that his opinion that 
VAGO was a Comnmnist sympathizer was gained by VAGO 's interest in the FAECT 
and by his outspoken statements which were in sympathy with Russia whenever 
topics pertaining to Russia and the tkiited States were discussed ^t work* 

Mr* HAYNES also believed that BLOOM was a Conmunist sympathizer and because 
of his interest and activity in the PAECT he also was of the opinion that this 
organization was also sympathetic toward Russia and Communism. UL - 


HAYNES was unable to recall J. H. SEGAL or GALPIN* foraer employees 
wof the Procurement Division* Treasury Department* It is believed that the 
^^ALPIN reported by HAYNES* the subject of. IFO letter to the Bureau dated 
August 1* 191(0, is identical with JOSEPH p^KlN* UL 


DAVID BLOOM 


Report of Special Agent P. E* IHITE* dated January 11* 191(3* at 
Philadelphia* in the matter entitled "Mr. and Mrs. DAVTQ^OQMj Tnt*»mal 
Security - C", contained the results of -an investigation conducted by 
Private R’IDOLPH ROTH, Pennsylvania Kotor Police* at Philadelphia*. Pennsyl- 
vania, in this matter v^ich Investl^Uon was made du ring Decembe r. 191(2 
This report reflects that one DATIo^lLOOM* 


that his informant believ 
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Credit Bureau records diaelosef^n UT^^rt Bade in Oetober* 
19h0» that BE^H and tals elfef HILARTp /^ragldad at 600 Claymont Oardenj 
Vllningtont Belasrare. It eas also reported that BLOOM fomerly resided ' 
at Uliil North Henderson Soad> Arlington, Virglhia, and had been employed 
as an Assistant Structural Bnglneer, Brocurement Division, Treasuxy 
Department, from 193U to 19li0« His birth ^ate mas fixed as October 28, 
1908 , at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. This report identified BLOOM'S 
parents as ISADO RE and. ANNIE, and also mentioned that his parents resided 
at U 26 O Parkside Avenue, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, and that ISADCStE 
BLOOK mas engaged as a partner in the mholesale bottle bus^ess, 1211 
Balnbridge Street, Philadelphia^ Pennsylvania. (J^ 

■ . 

In I 9 UO, DAVID BLOOM reported to be employed by the Dupont 

Company, Wilmington, Delaware. Prior to his service in the tftilted States 
Oovemment, in 193^, this report indicated that he had been employed by 
John T. Windrlm, Architects Building, Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. \X, 


Late in 191^1, HARRI 0 .' STUMP? , an Associate Structural &igineer 
employed by the Bureau of Prisons, Department of Justice, Washington, D.C«, 
advised that he had attended school with BLOOM in Philadelphia and had 
subsequently been associated with him in the Procurement Division of the 
Treasury Department. STUMPP advised that late in 1939, BLOOM and his wife 
were active in the American League for Peace and Democracy. uL 

The American League for Peace and Democracy was declared by the 
Attorney General to be within the purview of Scecutive Order 9835* ijL 

In addition to^^e foregoing, STUMPP also advised that BLOOM 
and a classmate, one LEOK^PECTCR, hadlieen employed as Bigineers in Russia 
during the early 1930* s.' As a result of this experience, STUMPP advised 
that SPECTOR became opposed to Russia and it was his belief that thereafter 
BLOOM developed a sympathetic attitude toward the B.S.S.R.<jL 

BLOOM, In his application for employment with the Dupont Company, 
Wilmington, Delaware, advised that he had been bom in Philadelphia, 
Pmnsylvanla, on October 28 , 1908, and was ^aduated from the University' ^ 

of Pennsylvania In Philadelphia with a Bachelor ^ SeiencA^gree in Civil . 1 
Bigineering in June, 1929. BLOOM'S mother, ^^IN iMrESSMAM^OOM, aad his 
father, IS^RE BLOOHj* were reported by BLOUlT to Be BASre^ of -Russia who 
had^equSTz^ Uni tod States cltisenship throu^ the naturalisation of their 44 
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respeetlve fathers* HLs jtother's, father^ ABRAHA)Q^ESSU&N| acquired 
t^ted States eltlaenship in the Court of Common ^eas at 


Pennsylranla, February 13* 1B93« a nd his grand father. JOS 
acquired thilted States eltlaenship In the U« S. District cou 
delphla on May 20« 1901* IL. 



‘ at Phlla- 





ELOOtf Identified the folloelag’ as his en^loyers: tL 

■June, 1929 to February, 1932 - Structural Biglneer - 
John T* Wlndr^n, Philadelphia 

April, 1932 to December, 1932 - Structural Engineer - 
U*S*S.R* Oovemnent at Moscow 

January, 1933 to October, 193ii *- Assistant ICanager, 
Bavaria Luxburger Brewing Company, Wilmington, 
Delaware 

October, 193lt to May, 1936 - Structural Engineer - 
Procurement Division, D. S* Treasury Department, 
Washington, D.C> 

May, 1936 to October, 1936 - Bngineer - D. S. Coast 
and Geodetic Survey, Washington, D*C. 

Rovember, 1936 to February, 1937 - D. S. War Department, 
Washington, D*C« ' , 

February, 1937 to March, 19U0 - Procurement Division, 

U* S. Treasury Department, Washington, D.C* 
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BLOOM identified his wife as HILARIE, and reported that she 
had been bom October 1, 1913, at Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. Early in 
19ii3, BLOOM resided at 107 Brlarellff e Road, Upper Darby, Pennsylvania. 


JOSEPH ZALKIH 


WT 


/h 




Credit Bureau records contained a report d^ed November 8, . 

1950, which disclosed that ZALKIN and his wife, resided at 1|29 

Bellevlew Drive, Falls Cl^ch, Virginia. Ihls report disclosed that 
ZALKIN had been born April 26, I89iii, and had previously resided at 319 
North Thomas Street, Arlington, Virginia; 6323 Luzon Avenue, N.W., . 
Washington, D.C. , and 3U51 Giles Avenue, New York City* lA 

I 

This report revealed that ZALKIN was employed as an Engineer 
by the Department of the Army and had been so employed etoce October 1, 

19lt5, and from January 13, 19ii3 to 191(5, was employed by the War Pro- 
duction Board as a Constructional Engineer and this report indicated that ^ 
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prlor to 19h3 he had been employed by the Department of the Amy. U. 


Personnel files of the. Corps of Biglneers« Departmoit of the 
Amy> disposed that ZAL^N was bosm April 26, l69lif at Skalermoslav, 
Russia, and that- his wife, ESTER ICZR^cALKIH, had been in . 

-An .Tflnturyj iftoA. 2ALK1N, In his ap^icatlon for employment in this 
agency, advised that his father, had been bom in Russia and his 

mother, AT.wnfnL. had been bom in Poland. lA» * 

ZALKm arrived in the United States on July 3> 1911* from 
Lisbon, Portugal o On April 8, 1919, he acquired United States citisen- 
ship in the U. S. District Court at New York dty under Certificate 
#119^^90. ZALKIN attended Cooper Ihiion College in New Tor-^ City from 
October, 1913 until May, 1916, and again from October, 1917 to May, 1918 
receivl^ a Bachelor of Science Degree in Civil Ehglneering. Be also 
attended the Ikiiversity of New York at Albany in 1931, receiving a "P.E. 
Degree, (/u ' 

I 

His record Indicated the following enployments for him: LL 


1918 to 1919 - Draftsman, Turner Construction Company, 

New York City; 

1919 to 1921 - Designer, Witherow Steel Company, 

Pittsburgh, Penasylv8ud:a; 

1922 to 1923 Field Engineer, Barahona Sugar Company, 

Santo Dondngo; 

1923 to I 92 I 4 • Assistant Engineer, Thomas H. Wlggen, 

New York City; 

I92I1 to 1926 - Structural fiigineer. Walker and Eisen 
Architects, Los Angeles, California; 

1928 to 1929 ■** Structural fiigineer. Board of Transport- 
ati(ai. New York City; 

1928 to 1931 - Structural Engineer; Albert Kahn, 

Detroit, MLehigai; 

1931 to 193li Amtorg Corporation, New York City 

(was employed by this corporation at Uralvagonstroy, 

. Russia, as Resident Biglneer); 

1935 to 1937 - Supervisory Engineer, Parks Department, 

New York City; 

1937 to 1938 - Structural fiigineer, Semet Solvay Corporation, 
New York City; 

1938 to 1939 - Assistant Structural Engineer, Federal Works 
Administration, Procurement Division, Treasury Department; 
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1939 to 19ii3 - Stroetural Ehgineer, War Deoartment; 

191j 3 to 1914? “ Engineer, War Prodnctlon Board 

Since 1938 > Z/^LKIN has been employed In Washington, E*C* tL 


Passport files. Department of State* disclosed that 2IALKIN 
was included in Passport #ltl45579t issued October 10, 1931) for trav^ 
to Russia for the purpose of fulfilling his contract with the Antorg 
Trading Cozporatione His application indicated that he was to be em- 
ployed in the capacity of a Civil fhglneer on the construction of 
reinforced concrete structures at Uralvagonstroy, Russia. From Karch, 
1933 until 19314* the records of this source Indicate that he had been 
employed as an Engineer for the organization Sonzasbost* at Asbest Uralski 
Oblast, Russia, 

ZALKIN's wife, fLSpK^f lras i^ued Passport #l48U313 on April 26, 
1932, for travel to Russia. Her file indicated that she had been born 
in Pinsk, >a.nskf Poland. \a. ~ 


Confidential Informant T-1* of known reliability, advised that 
ZALKIN’s name anneared on the active indices of the American Peace 
Mobilization in i9l»0. lI_ 

I 

J 

Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, advised in 
I9I4O, that 2ALKITJ*s name anpeared on the membership list of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action. U- 


Both of these organizations were declared by the Attorney General 
to be within the purview of Executive Order 983? on November 2I4* 19ij7.iJ 

C^fiden t^ l Informant T-3* of known reliability, advised that 

the names of JOSPPHftALKIN and his wife* lUSS* appeared on the active 

indices or mailing list of the Iftilted Amei^c^.^ani sh Aid Committee, u 

^ 

This organization was cited as a Comunist iront by the Ho-ase 
Committee on Un-American Activities on March 29* 19i4l4«U. 


The House Coanittee on Un-American Activities files also disclosed 
that ZALKIN was listed as a member of the Washington Committee for Democratic 
Action and was a member of the American League for Peace .and Democracy. 


Both of these organizations have been previously identified* 
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Department of the Amy personnel records also disclosed that in 
Au(pist and SeptembeTf 1938> ZILKIN resided at 2111( Haldekoper Place> N.W.« 
. and In 1938 and 1939) he resided at 6323 Lazon AvenuS) NoW* From 1939 to 
19li7) he resided at 319 North Thomas Street). Arlington) Firglnlae ZALKIN 
is presently residing at 1300 North Hudson Street) Arlington) Virginia) 
and is still employed as a Structvoral Bc^neer hy the War Departments tt 

^ f|/ ^Ifrs.. LEE A. POLAND) 2112 Hi^ekoper Place) HiaR.i advised that 

I KIRMS Hy^gtKKAN, his wife) FRANCES*^ and their; two children resided at . 
nih Ruidekoper Place) N»W. from 1930 to 19145* Mrs. POLAND was not ac- 
quainted with ZALKIN but did advise that during the late 1930* s BEEIKKAN 
rented rooms in his residence* \A. 


Krs. HELBN F. UTORPHI) 2118 Huldekoper Place) N.W./ was not 
acquainted with ZALEIN) although she was aware that the BSiRKANs rented 
rooms. 

</ g ^ — 

In 19148, ■yCRRI5]?^ER.XKAN* B son, ROT) advised that ZALKIN had 

rented a room in his hotae for approrimatelS'^hree months in 1939* U. 
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MORRIS BERF3tAN 



. It will be recalled that subject's personnel file. General Services 
Administration, listed the following residences for VAGO: U. 



1938 - 2III4 Ruidekoper Place, N*W*; 

1939 - 6323 Luzon Avenue, N»W. 

The 1937 City Directories contained no listing for VAQO or ZALKIN 
but listed DAVID BLOOK as residing at LOl - 23rd Street, N.W*, Apartment 6oh» 
This same Directory also listed NORRIS BE3UQ(AN as a resident of 2551 - 17th 
Street, N.W.\A/ 
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The 1938 Mrectory contained no listing for eubj^t, ZALKIN or 
BLOOM, \iut futnlshed the same Infomatlon ae has bem reported with 
respect to Bf3UQ(AN>tc 

' * * . - ’ / 

The 1939 Directory listed VAOO as residing at Apartment 106, 

6323 Luson Arenue* UL 

# « 

A , ' , , 

21ALKIN was also reported ki this Directory to reside at this 
same residence but his apartment number was not; shown. ' This' Direetoxy 
also disclosed that BLOOM was residing in Arlington, Virginia, and that 
BSlfOCAN was residing at 211i4 Roldekoper Place, N.V.lA^ 

The current Telephone Directory lists MORRIS H. BERKMAN, an 
Architect, presently residing at 627 A Street, / 

PAUL, NEEDLINGER ^ 

FBI New York has advised that at the^me of VAOO's arrest he 
had in his possession the personal card of FADl^HIVEIDLINQER, General Engineer- 
ing Associates, 1928 I Street, N.W., Ifashington, D.C.LC - 


Records of T 




SHAPIRO was described as Ii5 years of age and who had formerly been 
employed by the Ohited States Government in the National Capitol Housing 
Authority. U. 

^GLE was described as I4O years of 'age, married,' a resident of 
Washington, D.C. for fourteen years, and an employee of the Department of 
Agriculture'for twelve years .VL 

According to the records of T-5> these individuals are engaged in 
the consulting engineering business idtlcb includes structural, mechanical and 
electrical engineering obtaining trade from registered archltecte in the 
Dietrlet. The company was described as having no liabilities and having several 
contracts valued at 810,000 each. This company was reported to employ several 
draftsmen and described as having a good income from this operation. tA. 

Miss MARIANA ANDERSON, Clerk, National Capitol Bousing Authority, 1737 
L Street, N.W. , was unable to locate the eiw>loyiaent record for MORRIS SHAPIRO. ti 
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Credit Bureau files contained a report dated May 31, 1950, 
which disclosed that SHAPIRO was born November 29» 1905* and since 
October 1, 1938, has resided at 6323 Luzon Avenue, N*W* (It is to be 
noted that this is the same apartment building in which subject re- 
sided in 1938 and 1939.) VA. 1 ^' 


■ This report disclosed that ^APIRO was associated with PAUL 
WEEDLINGiS as an Bigineer in the Qeneral Engineering Associates and 
had an. annual income In excess of |7»000. SHAPIRO was described as a 
former Chief Petty Officer in the United States' Navy and to have be«i 
employed in the Uhlted States Government prior to forming his asso- 
ciation with NEm-INOER.VjL ' 


No pertinent data which could be identified with MORRIS 
SHAPIRO could be located in the files of this office. VJL 


.. .■>? 



The files of this office ^ntained no pertinent information 
concerning ENGLE* lA, 


On March 8, 19li6, FBI 
was in contact with CEDRIC RENN 




York determined that PAUL WEIDLINOER 
ELFRAGE. 
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li^DLINGER was bom In Hungary on December 22, 1911;. He and 
his wife entered the United States at Mi and, Florida, on January 21;, 19U3* 
Early in 19li6, he was employed by the Atlas Aircraft Products Corporation, 

New York City, and resided at 1 j 3-01 - li6th Street, Long Island City, New York* 


-k 


iX 


Lmigration and Naturalization Service files disclosed that 
NEIDLINOER formerly resided at 128E - 3ltth Street, New York City, and 3630 
Pine Grove Avenue, Chicago, Illinois. Re filed a Declaration of Intention^ 
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to become e tlnlted States eltlfeen on Februai 7 U> 19l43> In the S* 
District Court at New York City* His last foreign residence was at 
La Pas I Bollviai and his occupation was listed as an irdiitectual 

Englnew.tL I ■ ^ 

Late In i9li5> ELIZABETH TERREZL BBITLEI, a confessed Russian 
Esnionage Agent, was active during the late 1930* s and early 19l(0's, 
identified CEDRIC&SiFRAOE as .a British National and former enk>loyee 
of the British Security Coordination Offlc^in New York City* BENTLEY 
renorted that BELFRAQE was a friend of EAR^RQVDER, farmer head of the 
Communist Party in the Bhited States, and also reported that BELFRAOB 
was a Conoiunlst sympathizer* She said that BELFHACE also supplied 
Commanlsts with information he obtained by virtue of his employment *11. 

■ , 'I 

No record for WEIDLINGER could be located in the files of the 

Credit Bureau* lA. 

. 1 

NEKS BORHOOD 6323 Luson Avenue, N.W.. 

SUBJECT* S FORMER RESIDBtCE 

lb's* H. WOLQUITT^ Apartment 205, 6323 Luzon Avenue, was unable 
to furnish any Information pertaining to subject or ZALKIN, nor could she 
advise as to the relationship between MORRIS SHAPIRO, the subject or 
ZALm*UL 


JOS] 


KORNFEDER 


Special Agent HOfLLIS V* BONER^ displayed photographs to KORNFEDER 
including a photograph of the subjMt* ICRNPEDER, a former member of the 
Communist Party, was unable to identify 7AOO*t^ 1 ; 

» * j 

Information relating to the association of WEIDLINQER and BSiFRAOE 
was secured from New York report dated April 12, 19U6, by Special Agmt E* V* 
DOOLEY, entitled "Gregory; Espionage - R"*1A* 
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Copies of -this report are being stfit to the Los Angeles and 
Francisco offices in accordance eith Bureau inrtructions* 
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- referred TJPOIf CCKPLETION TO THE OFFICE OF ORIGIN - 
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WE Mar YORK EIELD DITISIOH 


AT NEE TORE CITI 


LEAD mOB 
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Will advise the Washington Field Office and the Philadelphia Office 
If Interviews are desired with JOSEPH ZALKIN* a resident of Weshlngtcmi b*C*j 
and DAVID ELOOM» a residmt of Phlladelf^iaf Pennsylvania. iL 

‘ - I . ■ 

Will also advise when the stop notice placed with the Bureau of 
Customs may be cancelled. \A.\ * 

THE PHILADELPHIA FIELD DIVISION 

AT PjlUDBLPHIA. PHiNSILVANIA 

Will furnish additional pertinent Information eoncex^ng DAVID 
BLOOtf appearing in your files to the New York Office (refer Philadelphia ^ 
Pile 100-10892).lA.. - 

Will endeavor to ascertain the reliability of the infomant who 
reported that BLOOM was a nenher o^^ the Communist Party in 1939.UL. 

Will consider the advisability of interviewing l£0N SPECTOR> 
Structural Engineer residing Hollidaysburgf Pennsylvania, for infoznation 
relating to the Communist Pairty activities of BLOOM, noting that SPECTOR 
was a classmate of BLOOM and worked In Russia with him. Zn 19li0, BLOOM 
listed SmCTtNl as a reference in his Q)pllcation for employment with the 
Dupont Company. 
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Confidential Informant "T-l - 




.Confidential Informant T-2 - 


Confidential Informant T-3 - 



Confidential Informant T-li - 
Confidential Informant T-5 - 


A hi^ly confidential source of 
inforaation* known to Special 
A^dnta C» NSPSOKS^ W* H* >. 

CORRIOAH, M. J. GOMNOLLT and 
T« W* QA^GI, as reflected in 
Agent MIfSEI's report dated Febru-. 
ary 17, 1911, at Washington, D.C», 

In the ease entitled "American Peace 
Mobilization; Washington Peace 

Mobilization; Internal Security - C-" 

. >> ■ 

A highly eonfidentiai source of in- 
formation, known to Special Agents 
J. S. NSreOKE, K. J. OOimOLLY, J. C. , 
NEI^ME and T. W. DAWSE7, as reflected 
in Agent DAWSEI’s report dated Janu- 
ary 21, 19ltl, at Washington, D>C«, in 
the case entitled "Washington Con^ttee 
for Deisocratlc Action; Internal Securlty- 
Cr" 

A hii^ly confidential source of informa- ' 
tion, known to Special Agent NED P. 
HOLMAN, JR., as reflected in Agent 
HOZifAN's report dated July 19, 19li2, at 
Washington, D.C., in the case entitled 
"United American Spanish Aid Cosaoittee; 
Washington Committee for Spanish Refugee 
Aid; American Hescue Ship Mission; Intern 
Security - C." 


iri^ 




REFERENCES: 


Reports of Special Agent ROBERT M. WINQ^ dated 
Moreoiber b, 1950 and October 16, 1950, at 

New York City 

Report of Special Agent HOLLIS W. BOffEBS, dated 
October 30, 1950, at Washington, D«C. 
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HOTTBL, SAC, WuMn^tt Field 
IJBCT: OSCAR JCfflPFAdO 







BATE: January 3» 1951 

'Alt INFORMATION CONTAINED 

8SH0!uos-m J ; HERe;r !S JHOUS^inEO > 

(Bureau Pile ica.-1988 1; : . pAT F 2. .25- ^ RY aOUZ \pU3r 

Babulet dated Beeeaiber 6» 195d* ' ^ ■ '■ ---■- 


OIDECW M. BASIES# 2U20 Obserratofrj Place# !!•¥•# a foner Qroi^ 
Chief lA the ProeoreBent BlviBiaii# Treaeuiy Departnent# and a eupenrlaor 
of the aubjeet# tma unable to funilda ntiy pertinent InfezBation eoncem- 
ing VAOO* ^ ^ 




Report of Speeial Agent FRABCIS J. DBAHS# dated Janaary 3# 1951# 
contains inforeation eoneeraing the association of the aabj^t with DAVID 
^^ SLOOIL non a resident of Philadelphia# PennsylTaniai JDSEPt^^^^ULLKIN and 
^ MORRIS H>BERDft y. residents of Washington# B.C. BLOOM has been Identl- 
\^(^fied by an Infcomant uhose reliability is* not known to this office as ^ 

* haring been a nenber of the Comonlst Party* ZALESt has been identified 
as haring been affiliated with nunerons Commmist front groups daring the 
period he resided in Wasldngton# D*C. BEBXMAH has been identified by e 
reliable Ixkfoinant of this office as having been a nenber of the Coninnnist 
Party in the late 1930*a. 


In view of the es 80 clati<m between the eubjeet# BLOCH# ZALEIM 
and BBRSMAN# the Bureau is reQiiested *to advise the Washington Field Offioa 
and the Philadelphia Office If these indlridaals should be interviewed in 
order to obtain positive Infoxnatioa which would establish TAGO's neiahex^ 
ship In the CoiuBunist Party In Washington# D*C. in 19ii0* 
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^ tb» report of Speoial l.g«Bit Loland H* ICliter datod Ootobar 12, 1M9,^ 
at WathlngtoA, !>• C« eatitlad ^rry deorga Stuapfi fiapartaantal Appliaant, . 
Structural Scginaar, Bureau of Prltona, Waahlngtoa, !>• C** la vaa atatad that oa J 
Septanbar 2S« IMl, Stuspf mtaintarTdaDad an Agaat of the WaaMsgton Plaid 4 
Office in .oosaaetlon vith hia alleged aaniberahlp in ▼arloua front crganicationa* 
When aefcad if he had e'aer been a naabar of the diDarloan League fer Peace and | 
DaxBoora^, Stmpf etdked that he had beoene a nambar (date not aet out) by a } 

contribution of |1 irtiioh he nada "through a friend of adne who belonged 1^ tUa ..i 
organiaation — Mr* or Mra* Sarld Blooa** * (77-44015^) " ;3. " #J 

5 • . \ K;:- ... V^ { ^ '( % • ( -J 

Phpaioal aurrelllance dlaoloaad that on MarUh 9, 1946, dulea Korphain. w 
dapprted froa lew York Ci^ at 61S6 p*m* and proceeded by Pennaylwanla Ballway 
to Wilnlngtcn, Balawara, i^ere he waa obaerwed entering an autaaoblle bearing 
Delaware Ueenae ^68987, which waa Hated In the nane of Darld Blooa, Appletree.% 
Bead and Orehard fioad, Arden, Delaware* (65»S6402>667, •10,p*l9) -a 

On thla aaaM date, a highly confidential and reliable Infomant adTiadJ 
that aiong the nehea tontalned in an addreaa book owned by dulea lorchein waa 
that of D* Blooai, 1806 Spruce, Ihiladlplda, PennaylTania* (66«66402>97S) 
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r'. JB tb». rsport of Spoelal Acont Ditirtcax Ton Ipa doii^ So'ptrabor 1949^' 
Boitinoro ooptionod "Frodorlek Augntt BloiocnTi Soeofi-fy Mottor^- C" it i«~i«t 
l^^bnt thot Tiotor W. Folvro* 6004 iCoahingten BoaloTord* Wllnington, Dtlovoro; -r.-r^'i^ 
Boancar of . tha Sifturbon Wotor C^po^ ot Clopnont^ Dalanoro, (teaporoxy Infemont^ 
^^"'.odaiaod tiiot Ifer* and Kn« Donald Stopliona of Ardon, D*lagran, l^aro onthusiaatio..#' 
atnmort to tfaa ProgroaBivo ^'artjr during the oleotlon oaapaign of 1948 and 




•nt#rtAin«d DuTld BIoob^^ a Imoim CcBDmi^ttt dt their bona euhia quant to e 
progreaaiTe Par^ rallp held at Arden, Delanrare* (61*7692-74) - . - 


'- - - y . ■ • , " -i'n 

The report of Spe^tl Agont Dean L» Braokny dated Auguat 25, 1949, ot ^ 
Baltlnore entltldd "Bdnnnd fxwod Surlongt Seeurlty Batter * C* atated that on » 
Tehruory 24, 1949, Mr* Frank C*^ Starr, an engineer enployed hy the Dupont ^^4 
Conpany who reaided on Cherry lane, Arden Delaware, adeiaed that during the 
paat four yeara he had obaereed Ihat Hurlong and hia wife, *Bunny, * had 4^ 

entertained un t^aually large ninber of people, who, for the. 'koat part, were..fl)^| 
atrangera in the town of Arden^ and hobbelieTod thia entertainment ni^t hare 
had aone oonneotioh with Oomaumiat Par'ty aotlTity, Starr explained that the^-^- 
funotiona often took the form of eamp firea or infomal out-door gather Inga "4 

Starr pointed out that he had obaereed that both Daeld Bloom and Jesy Linooln, 
fomer realdenta of Arden, oooaaionally rlalt the Hurlong home* Starr added 
that Bloom and Linooln had the reputation of being- Canmunlata in the Arden areal | 

(100-363624-8) .. 4 
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friAl 


f};' jtUS?IR5> BY:-^ 
CiL^ UJEClAS^i? ON: , 







J06BPH ZAUCIW 




■-- - ^--i: "" .'■' J06BPH ZAUCIW A; ' 

^-TWSri*'" " " ' ’X'-.t" -•■*:- i;- Tv.V;v:f .N'.vV.--<.>.‘i ,? ' :^- *^'' J:;iV..5-'^;>;'‘v2 


for P»AO« ■kBdD*Boor«0!]f« Amqs ttaoM ** Jooeph 2olkiii« 6885 1^^ 

>• W»f WfcObla^iif Pu 0*«%ho'«at « tn^liioor in Proei^Boiit Dir^iiiii^ 
■X^^%'''' ''^ 6t ttmi Trootnry BopoHawnt «t o solaxy of |8«S0C!^r onnuv (61*7668, Tol* 

..'•■'■V^^f„.:. ./.'^’r' ■ Cl:'"-. ■ : v ■' -.- • 

Xn tho roport of Spoolol Agont T« W* Itewaoy dated Pebruer7 i94l'« .d^ 
' WaOhlnston, P. C* entitled "Inerioan Pteee Mobillietiont Internal Seonrity *.0” 1% 
vaa abated that a highly oonfldentlal and reliable Inforaant had fumlahad a llatj 
of the Indlrlduala who w«re llated In the aotlre Indieea of the Waahlngton Chapter 
of the Anerlean Poaoe Moblllaatio'n* thla Hating ineluded Joaeph ZaHin, 819 lora 
thonaa Street, Arlington, Virginia, telephone CB 8776* (61-l0498*4(}7,p*268) 


: V /V. . On Oetober 85, 1989, the Diea OoBBittee entered into ita reooz^ a Ha^ 
Of the Ooraraiaent empleyeea affiliated id th the Waahlngton Chapter of the jbieridi 






The rej^rt of 8peeial~Agent J* 8* Woi^od dated ^aniiary 11^ 1941, at 
eaptioned "Anerieah Paaoe Mobiliaation Moraiaenti Internal Seourity* atated thatJ^M 
during the early part of September, 1940, thla organitation engaged in eztenaite.-^ 
desaonatrationa in Waahlngton, D* C* At that time, the lieenae nuabera of tha ^rfcm 
automobilea partieipating in the demonataationa and thoae in the near Tiolnlty ef 3 
the meeting place were noted* Among thoae eara was Virginia regiatratitm 100-126^.1 


which waa listed to Joaeph Zalkin, 819 Worth Thomas Street, Arlington, Virginia 

(6U10498-SSl,p.4) 


The records of the House Coonaittee on Un-American Actleities 




y *" t 



-v<,*-£rr 







p. 11) (101-26^-1 

\ ' / - ■ 4 •■■''' i' i f \101— 2489— 29) 


the report of Speeial Agent James J* Canaean dated ‘ September 11; 196(v 
at Washington, D* C* aatitled 'teir Shalit, wast Moshe Shalit , Jlajor 
de Shalit, » « ^apionat# ^ t* it wat itabad 
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(a check was made of the Bureau files and references concerning 
Morris H. Berkman. Biis review reflected that Berkman was born 
May 10) 1699> in Ukraine, Russia, and was indicated as having been 
naturalized as a United States citizsn on February 24, 1939. He 
is a graduate of George Washington University, Washington, D. C. 
and also attended University of Maryland and Hetional University. 
Fccm June 1926oto 1936, he was employed as a Supervisor in an 
architectural office in Washington, D. C, From 1936 to 1940, he 
was employed as a public buildings administrator in Washington, 

D. C. and from 1941 to 1943* es an employee of the Federal Public 
Housing Authority in Washington, D* 0. During the period from 
1944 to 1946, he was employed at the War Plants Reconstruction 
Finance Corporation, Cleveland, Ohio. On March 4, 1947, he 
worked as a structural engineer in the city of Glendale, California, 
and remained in that position until April I5, 194£. According 
to the latest information in the Bureau files he returned to 
Washington, rD. C. in 1946 for the purpose of setting himself up 
in business -as an architectural engineer. 
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through a hlghlj eoafldantial aouree, it was l^amad that hla 
mtm appa«Md an lha ■aifi^ag liiat for-iha Waahlngton, D. C. 

neh of lha yrtaoda of^a aoriat in May 1934« and through 



through a highly oonfidantial aouroa knoim to tha Muraau, hie nana 
appaarad on a llat in ttw actiaa indieaa cf ttia Waablngton Chapter 
af the AaariMan Baaea Mobiliaatlon. 



i 









4 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


ts GAM OfMOINATKD AT 


NIM Ye^ 



100-55242 


MtrtfAMAT 

NSW YOBK 


OATVWHKN mioo non WHICH MADC MPONTMAMBY 


l/W5lJi/i5fi2/^l^'^^’ ROBERT M. KANE 


rrrui 


■ ■ /;ftU>ERJURY 

ESPIONAGE - R 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO, was. 


SVNOPStS OF FACTS: 


Trial date set for 1/15/51, 
provided REMINGTON perjury 
trial completed by that date. 
Hearing on habeas corpus/ 
petition claiming illegal 
imprisonment because of 
excessive bail, held on 
12 / 15 / 50 . f’etition denied, 
and bail continued at 
$40,000. VAGO remains in 
custody of USM, SONY. HARRY 
GOLD reinterviewed concerning 
association with VAGO. Addi- 
tional employees of Abraham 
Brothman Associates interviewed. 






Bank account monitored. 


ALL {NFORKATJON CONTAIN^ 

IS u‘:Gi.fssi:*}£0 

V.!'. 7, ci.G'.VN 

OT I iufi .. i - ■_ 

DETAILS: 
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ALL INFORMATON CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED , 


Prosecutive Action 


DAT! 






On December 4, 1950, upon the request of the 
Government, the date set for the VAGO trial 
was adjourned to December 5, 1950. On the 
latter date, again at the request of the 
Government, trial date was set for December 11, 
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1950 on condition that HARHY GOLD would be available as a witness 
on that date. On December 11, 1950, the Government requested 
adjournment until February 4, 1951* 

Judge SYLVESTER RYAN reserved judgment on that date, 
and on December 12, 1950, ordered the trial date set for January 
15» 1951» with the understanding that VAGO was to be tried upon 
the completion of the WILLIAM REMINGTON perjury trial. 

At that time, VaGO'S counsel, MOSE^^I^WEINMAN, made a 
request for reduction of bail to $2,000, whicn was de^ed. 

On December 15, 1950, again before Judge SYLVESTER RYAN, VAGO'S 
petition for. a writ of habeas corpus claiming illegal imprison- 
ment because of excessive bail was dismissed, and bail was 
continued at $40,000. VAGO continues to remain in the custody 
of the United States Marshal for the Southern District of New 
York. 


Interview With HARRY GOLD 


EASRTfAOLD advised that on the first Friday in 
December, 1949, he came to New York from Philadelphia to the 
National Ebcposition of Chemical Industries at Grand Central 
Palace, New York. He related that he attended the exposition 
during the day, and that about 5*00 P.M. he called VAGO intend- 
ing merely to give him his regards. However, he advised, VAGO 
was extremely insistent that GOLD visit him at his home, and 
GOLD complied with his request. He recalled that he arrived at 
VAGO'S home between 6t00 and 6:30, and that he remained until 
approximately 10*30 in the evening. 

He stated that it was his impression that VAGO wanted 
to discuss the whole matter of relations at Abraham Brothman 
Associates with someone who had been directly connected with 
that setup. 


GOLD recounted the story which he had told earlier 
about his having drawn up a list of charges of misconduct on 
the part of BROTHMAN which was approved by OSCAR at the time. 
During his visit at the VaGO home, GOLD said, VAGO informed 
him that ©ROTKi-lAN had made up a list of these charges formulated 
by GOLD, leaving out some of the ones concerning which he felt 
most vulnerable, and had asked VAGO to sign a typewritten state- 
ment that the charges were all baseless. - 
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V-clGO advised that BROTHMAN had offered him $600.00 
for signing this statement, and that he had done it simply to 
obtain the money since he still felt that the charges were 
true. GOLD advised that VAGO at that time treated the signing 
as a Joke, and appeared to be relating the incident merely for 
its humorous value. GOLD stated that yAGO had told him that 
BROTHMAN owed him about $7)000 in back wages, and that the 
$600.00 was all he ever received of that amount. 


During the remainder of the evening, according to 
GOLD, the two reminisced over incidents at Abraham Brothman 
Associates, sind GOLD received the impression that VAGO probably 
had asked him to his home in order to discover whether GOLD had 
any additional information concerning Abraham Brothman Associates 

which might be of interest to him. 

% 

During the conversation, VaGO informed GOLD that he 
and BROTHI’IaN had been extremely close friends at abr ah ayBr o thman 
a&sficiaiea-up to the time that MIRIAli^OSKOWITZ was taken 'Intiy — 
the firm. VAGO stated that he believed that she had deliberately 
turned BROTHMAN against him, and stated that her dislike for him 
probably stemmed from the fact that VAGO was persistent in his 
demands for back wages. 

At that point, GOLD observed that VAGO was a worrying 
type and constantly fretted about his financial affairs and his 
inability to provide for his children in the meinner that GOLD 
said he wished to. GOLD recalled that VAGO was desperately poor, 
and that on more than one occasion VAGO was unable to furnish 
his son with sufficient money for school Ituich. 

With respect to VAGO'S ability as a draftsman, GOLD 
advised that he was extremely capable, but that at times he was 
guilty of being quite impractical. He advised also that VAGO 
apparently was able to work efficiently and talk at the same time 
so that ,al though he accomplished, a great deal of work, 'he was a 
constant distraction to other people attempting to work In the 
same xoom. 

GOLD stated that VaGO had informed him that he was a 
Communist before he came to the United States, and observed that 
he himself regarded VaGO as one of the firmest believers in 
Communism that he had pver known. He stated that in every political 
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discussion, STALIN and Russia were always upheld by 7AG0. GOLD 
stated that in his opinion VAGO would have done "anything on 
earth" to help the Russians, but that he probably was not 
utilized by them because he was too well-known as a Communist. 


GOLD related that VaGO spent a very great deal of 
his time on Communist Party affairs, selling "Dally Workers", 
and contacting recruits, and that he constantly talked at the 
office of affairs and meetings held by the Communist Party. 
GOLD recalled that VaGO constantly deplored the fact that the 
laboring man in the United States was so politically unaware 
and unable to realize how much he was being exploited by the 
capitalists. 


GOLD stated that the Communist Party was the center 
of existence for VaGO and that his social life also centered 
around the Party. Ke stated that to the best of his knowledge, 
all of VaGO'S friends were members of the Party. In this 
connection, he expressed the opinion that VaGO would be extremely 
averse to being used as a Government witness in any connection, 
since he would thus incur the censure of his entire circle of 
friends. 


Throughout the interview, GOLD stuck firmly to his 
statement that he was sure that VAGO was not Involved in 
espionage. 


Bank Account 


Confidential Informant T-1, of kno%m reliability, 
advised that the VaGO account at the Sterling Bank and Trust 
Company at New York, 95’‘38 Queens Boulevard, had a balance on 
January 11, 1951 of $128.05. The records reflect that on 
December 4, 1950, a check in the amount of $544-. 01 was drawn 
by CLaIRI^VaGO with herself as the payee, and on December 13, 

1950, a u check in the amount of $500.00 was made payable to 
MOS^S C.^ ’./EIaRJ^, attorney for VaGO. a11 other checks in the 
account appear to be of a routine nature for such matters as rent 
and utilities. 

• The informant advised that on November 13, 1950, .sj705.00 
in cash was deposited, on November 28, 1950, « check in the amount 
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offL65.00, on December 11, 1950, $5^>0.00 in cash, and on January 
8, 1951, *180.00 in cash were deposited. 


The above information was obtained on a confidential 
basis and is not to be made public except in the usual proceedings 
upon the issuance of a subpoena. 


Interviews with Abraham Brothman 
Associates Employees 


The following investigation was conducted by 
SA JOHN M. COLLINS: 

ROBERt'^GEHSON, Apartment 4H, 201 West 77th Street, New 
York, advised that he first became acquainted with VAGO in March 
of 1946, when he was hired by the firm of Abraham Bro thman 
Associates. From that time until February, 1948, when he resigned 
he was in almost daily contact with VAGO and also visited him 
socially on two or three occasions. In addition, he said they 
usually rode home from work together Inasorach as they resided 
in the same neighborhood at that time. 

GERSON said that VAGO often spoke of life in Hungary 
and always expressed a desire to return to that country. However, 
GEHSON stated that he always believed this to be only a dream eind 
did not believe that VAGO really intended to return. 

GEHSON stated that he had read in the newspapers that 
VAGO had lied to the Grand Jury when he testified that be had 
been out of the United States from 1929 to 1933 • GERSON stated 
that he knew of no reason why VAGO should perjure himself con- 
cerning that period, except that he might have been engaged in 
some type of work for the Communist Party at that time which he 
was attempting to conceal. 

GEHSON stated that he did not know positively that 
VAGO was a member of the Communist Party, but said that VAGO 
always followed the Communist Party line in any discussion which 
was held. He stated that he was unable to speak of specific 
Instances, but that this was his present impression of conversa- 
tions had with VaGO during that period. 

a 

He advised that VaGO was very active in affairs of the 
American Labor Party and the Federation of Architects, Engineers, 
Chemists and Technicians, but stated that he knew of no espionage 
activity on the part of VaGO. • • 
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■ ’^1 ARTHUR P,f W ebber, 133^ surrey Lane, North, Rockville 
Center, New York, siated that he was employed with VAGO in 
1943 and 1944 at the Chemurgy Design Corporation, 420 Lexington 
Aventfe, He advised that he had no information concerning VAGO’S 
early residence in the United States, but advised that VAGO had 
often indicated to him that he desired to return to Hungary for 
permanent residence* 


He stated that he had no information that VAGO was 
ever Involved in espionage, but stated that he always followed 
the ComiEimist Party line in any political discussion. WEBBER was 
unable to furnish any specific Instance concerning this, and 
advised that he could not say positively that VAGO was a member 
of the Communist Party. 

EMIL Z.'^BAHISH, 2144 78th Street, Jackson Helghtg, 
advised that he had known VAGO for about a year and a half, first 
at Chemurgy Design Corporation and later at Abraham Brothman 
Associates. 


He stated that he knew nothing about any Communist 
activities on the part of VAGO and was unable to furnish any 
information concerning VAGO’S return to Hungary. 

SOL^'^ANSHEL, 86-20 l62nd Street, Jamaica, declined to 
be interviewea concerning VAGO. FaNSHBL is also a former employee 
of Abraham Brothman Associates. 
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administrative 




Messages Se EIGEME DENNIS 


Confidential Informant T-2, of known reliability, 
advised that VuGO had sent ten telegrams on May 3, 1950, to 
Washington, D,C. 

Confidential Informant T-3, of known reliability, 
advised that the messages, in the form of night letters, read 
as follows: 


"Urge stay of execution of DENNIS' sentence and 
urge lmi';iediate review of case." 


Five of these messages were directed to the Honorable 
J. H0Wa?tD MC C-RaTH, Department of Justice, Washington, D.C., and 
five to the Honorable FRED M. VINSON, Chief Justice, Washington, D.C. 


The following names were signed to the messages: 


i^RILYN BAILY 
66-08 102nd Street 

Re go Park 

{ 

PEaRL RICHMOND 
6l4l Saunders Street 
Rego Park 


OSCAR JOHN VAGO 
6607 99th Street 
Rego Park 

DOROTHY HELLER 
98-15 65th Road- 
Rego Park 


EDITH RAY 

98-11 Queens Boulevard 
Rego Park 


It is not^d that MaRILYN^EaI LY, the wff e' of ARTHUR^aILY,.. 
i’orner attorney for V.-vGO, haiB been previously described as a’ member 
of the Communist Party. 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (Cent.) 




Confidential Informant T-4>^"of known reliability, 
advised on June 3> 1948, that mT' -iONn was Educational 

Dire ctor of the Rego Park ClutT'of'ttie Communist Party. 

Confiden^al Informant T-5» of known reliability, 
advised that EDITH\RaY is the Literature Director, of the Rego 
Park Club of the Comnunlst Party. 


Mrs. STANLEY F. JilRSH, 10-43 6 5th Road, Forest Hills, 

New York, advised SA J. RC3INS0N FIELD on June 18, 1950. that 
DOROTHY HELLER and CLAIRE VAGO were members of a group in the 
Parent-Teachers Association at Public School 157 whoa she 
believed to be Communists. 

Confidential Informant T-6, of known reliability, 
advised on December 13, 1946, that DOROT HYfe SLLSR, 457 West 57th 
Street, New York, was a m ember o f the West Mid town Club of the 
Communist. Party, It is not known whether the latter is identical 
with the above DOROTHY HELLER. 


Association with JOLIJS ROSENBERG 


JEROME EUGENE ^aRTAKOW, a prisoner at the Federal House 
of Detention, West Street, New York City, advised SAS aRMAND A. 
CAMMA^TA and JAMES P. LEE that he had become quite friendly with 
JULIUsy^ROSENBERG, who is presently awaiting trial oh a charge of 
espionage, and that he observed that ROSENBERG has been 
friendly only with OSCAR' VA .G0 and EUGENE DENNIS in addition to 
himself. He stated that on one occasion VAGO furnished ROSENBERG 
with several sheets of paper, and the two of them spent most of 
the day working together over these papers. 

TARTAKOW stated that ROSENBERG later told him that the 
papers contained complicated scientific material that would not 
be understood by TaRTAKOW. He also related that on one occasion 
ROSENBERG had given VAGO a message to deliver to ABRAHAM BROTHMAN, 
who at that time was also a prisoner at the House of Detention. 



rt 
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ADMINISTRATIVE PAGE (cont.) 


MA^MLITCKBR, 16^-18 72n(i Avenue, Flushing, New York, 

advised Sa VINCENT J. CAHILL that he knew of no association 
between VAGO and ROSENBERG prior to the time that both were 
incarcerated at the House of Detention. 


It is noted that ELITCHER, a former classmate of 
ROSENBERG, has admitted that he was approached by ROSENBERG 
in 1944 and on several subsequent occasions for confidential 
information from the Navy Department. 

DAVID^EENGLASS, brother-in-law of ROSENBERG, who 
has admitted espion age act ivity, also advised that he knew of 
no ‘previbu5~a^6cIation between VAGO and ROSENBERG. 

RTJTh)(&HE'NGLASS , wife of DAVU^lGREENGLASS, who was 
aware of his espionage act ivities, also advised that she knew of 
no association? — ^hC’GHEENGLASS Interviews were conducted by 
SA JOHN W. LEWIS. 


Miscellaneous 



Confidential Informant T-7» of kno%m 
advised that af ter VAGO*S arrest bv the F.B . I . 
was directed _ _ 

ig to previous confidential reports 
submlttedr~^flBIIHPI|^^6ncerning VAGO and simply advised 
that VAGO had been arres'^d by the F.B. I. 


In a letter dated December 9* 1950, the F.B. I. 

Laboratory advised that the handwriting of VAGO had been searched 
through the National Security file without effecting identification. 


§ 
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NY IOO-552V2 



NEW YORK 


At New Yorky New York, 


Will continue to maintain a mail cover at 66-07 
99 th Street, Rego Park, the residence of VAGO. 

Will continue to monitor the VAGO bank account at 
the Sterling National Bank and Trust Company, 95-38 Queens 
Boulevard, 


Will follow and report prosecutive action. 
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7NITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 
FEDE&AL BCBEAU OF IKYESTIGATlOlil 



th. 


Director^ JBI 




New Torkj New Toxk 

SECR' 

% 



januaiy 20, 1951 


Re: 


e 


■\ 


Dear Sir: 





) 


jCT '- 


OSCAR J0H>! VAGO, Jgas. 

Oszka]^ago, John®i(urpay, 

JohiiE^Juray 
PERJUHJT 

2SPI0NACE - R All information contai 

(Bureau file 101-1988) HEREIN IS UflCUSSlFlE 

EXCEPT lv;:.^FiS SHOW 
PTHERVaSE 

On Septenber 28, 195^^ VAGO was jLndlcted by a Grai^ Jury in 
the Southern District of New lork, for Perjury conmitted bef<a-e the * 
Grand Jury Septeciber 20, 1950» Since his arrest on September 28, 1950, 
7AC-0 has been hold at the Federal House of Detention, 7/est Street, 

New Tork* On January *20, 1951, he was released on $5,000 bail and 
restricted to the Smjthern and Eastern Districts of New Yoifc. tL 

9 H 1 n (■ PH crnnr'r 

i-as r> JbtU^ 

CLASSIFIED BY: acUt|HjT|as 

Classified by 

DECLASSIFY ON: 8AD8 * Exempt iior.. C 

Date oi Decia^siiv 


EnCSe 2 


2ee: 



ategory 


Indefinite 


C 



^^7 


Albany (Encs, 2) (sPECI^i DELIVEIff) 15obile (Encs. 2) (.U!3D) 

Albuquerque (Sncsa2) (AiiSD) Newark (lines# 2) (SPECIAL DEUVEHI) 

Anchorage (Dies# 2) (iJiaD) New Orleans (Encs# 2) (AMSD) 

Baltimore (2ncs, 2) (SPECLLL DEUW) Norfolk (Snes. 2) (SPECL’J. DELIVERY) 
Boston (Encs, 2) (AllSD) Philadelphia (2ncs# 2) (SP, DEL'HrSRY) 

Buffalo (Encs, 2) (SPECLLL DEUVERY) Phoenix (Enca# 2) (AliSD) 



Butte (Encs# 2) (.laD) 

Chicago ^Encs# 2) ( AiJa)) 
j Detroit (Snes, 21 (iUISD) 

El Paso (Snes# 2) (/iMSD) 

(Encs, 2) (A}BD) 

i^Y Lob Angeles (Encs, 20 (AUGD) 

' %■ man! (Encs, 2) (AMSD) 

ex-eo 

»SOW»OB» ATT* 

gSCIAL DELIVERY y 
RlIKtUEl v,*' 

100-5521:2'S V qoPIBS DESTROYED 

7j JAN 27195T 456 mar 9 isei 


Portland <I2ncs. 2) (;iMSD) 

San Francisco (Encs# 2) (AllSD) 

San Antonio (Encs# 2 ) (AM3D) 

San Die 'o (Encs# 2) (AHSD) 

San Jua:: (Encs# 2) (ARSD) 
savannah (Encs# 2) (AllSD) 

Seattle (Encs# 2) (AUSD) 

■ffashing^n Fidd (Encs# 2) (SPECLVL 


RECORDED • m 
MDEXCO • IM 

tx-ro 


1 



JAN 2211851 
9^1 






It Is noted that a confidential infbrnant has advised that 
VAOO has stated that he intends to flee the United States if released 
on bail. VL 



All offices receiving copies of this letter are requested to 
place ;spprc!pri‘atte stopc .dth United States Custons Service, fee Incnigration I 

Naturalicaiiion Servi . and the Alien raoc Division of the Bureau of 
Inteznal Revenuo* ' In connection trith the latter^ it is noted feat 
VAGO has advised feat he may leave the United States on a Bulgarian 
passport although he^ himself j is a naturalized citizen of the United 
States ^ 

All offices are also requested fe place such stops as arc 
practical rrife airlines^ and steamship Ccupanlos and any other logical 
places* It is noted that in a letter dated Septenber 20^ 1950> the 
• Washington Field Office placed a nation-vdde customs stop with the 
Collector of Customs requesting that fee nearest office of the FBI be 
notified in case VAGO attcnq>tcd to leave the United States* 

At tlie prosent time fee IMited States Attorney at Herr York 
has authorised fee 01763 1 of VAGO in the event that he is apprehended 
making an attempt to leave fee United States* In the event feat VAGO 
is apprehended, the Bureau and the Nerr York. Office feould be advised 
tel^honically* Tm> photographs are being sent to all offices receiving 
copies of tld.8 letter to assist in fee placing of stops* ^ 
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Hio follcuirinR a desjcription of VAOOi a 


I 


'AGO 


os c/Jt 

OGZKi'iR VAGO , JOHN IIUHRAY, JCHiI irdPiff 
February 27 ,. 

Budapest^ Hungaxy 
5' 6" 

150 lbs. y 

BroTOi 

Brown, grcjdjig and thinning 
Ruddy 
Stocky 

Structural engineer 
JACOB ARONOW, 

12 East U8th Street, New York City 
Social Security Nuntoer - 090-05-9115 
Citiacndiip 
Wife 
Cixildren 

Residence 

FBI Nusibfiir 


Name 

Aliases 

Birtiidatc 

Birthplace 

Hci^t 

Weight 

Eyes 

Hair ' 

Coniplo?d.on 

Build 

Occupation 

Employed 






mrAHD XHEIOT, S.1C 









OSCAH JOIT VAOO, Wpb; 

OBzkar Vago.John Murray, Joha Hnray 


Date of tirthf 2/27/98, Budapest, 

Hungary 

Et: 5‘6" 
n; 150 11>6. 

Eyes: Brown 

Hair! Bro%m , graying and thinning. 
CoEDlexJ Buddy 
Soc.Sec; 090-05-9115 
Ci 1 1 zenshitj : r . S . BATtTRALI ZED 

9/29/38 

Wife: Clfilr Vpgo 
Children: John 7pgo, 12 yrB. 

Suean l^ago, 4 yre. 

Bee: 86-07 99 St., 

Bego Pk. . 


ftLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HERIL!;! li UilOLASOlFIED 
DATE 2-4S 21 


SSIFIED, 









- >'■' 









(Jjpce ' j^i^^^imaunz • uNiTro^Ixsj GovsiNOT 


*w iDlreo^r, T"""’ *■'* ‘'A 

^ nou . Sic, -; y. : ; .%:5 : /-. -i • ;:4s - :| 

3^:r-- Bureau ‘File»‘ #101-1988 '■ :l?v ■ >Svr'-(L^ 

f Ifashington Field "tepdH of .SA. PHABCIS 3.' DUABE/ dated l/s/SIWJ^t^ '^^ 

' ' -por the assistwce of the lew York Office there are helxig auhmitted 
" herewith copies of the following reports relating to DAVID BLOOUi 


£»■ V' * *'^ *■ 






. / '■ 




j..' PATH: 1/19/61 :;\ 

' t!iu ^ ^ ‘ 


noli t SAC^ 








'.•^^51 

- ■ 


Philadelphia report of SA JADES £. FOGARTY, 8/4/44 


Baltimore report of 8A lIIilAM G. OSBORB, 5/17/49 , ^ 



1 


I "•- Relative to the reliability of the informant who reported DAVIDyLOQl t _- ,3| 

' a CP neiai^r In 1939, this matter is cl(|rified In 'the report op SAwGARTT,^/^/'^ 

:'■ - / a copy of which ^s desigiiated herein for Hew York. At the cuirent time ^ 

, .. ; . - V information of a ’subversive nature contained in the Pennsylvania State Police .'^ 

files is not available to the FBI* Therefore, no additional data relative ' ^ 

to this informant is available* ■ - "• 4 

g _.;• .,..l_ ^- ’i 

Z s i However, on December 10, 1949 an anox^ous source of known reliability i 
^ r (believed to have come from CP Headquarters, 250 S. Broad St., Philadelphia) 4 

I— furnished this office with a transfer form. This form bore the following ^ ; 

S fT* (Q information thereon: **Have had no contact for 2 years - they say but had been » 
O ^ ^ transferred & should have been contacted - Therefore, see them immediately, ^ 

y. ^ ^ register for this year & get this y^r's dues.* In addition, this transfer ,. 

form bore the names DAVID & RILA RF^LOOD. 4264 Parkside Ave., PhilA,, from , 

*'¥l V ‘ 

7 \ ^ -J ^ V V , ^ ^ 

^ y) '' The Philadelphia indices contain no information relative to_liEOJiTOPECTOR^ 
O— “ of Eollidaysburg, Pa. However, it should be noted that this city is covered by i 

fe:3T the Pittsburgh Field -Division and accordingly it is suggested the Hew York - 

— LiJ I ijOffiee consider restating this lead for Pittsburg. 


Ice - Hew York (Enel.) 



RGJtmpm, tgB' . 

. 65^-4411 ( /.. '■I'S 
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Office 


me: 
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iP 


UPZ • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


— 1% Pi^ 


FtOM I 




'5 "^r 




-7;^ fery 


ID1|)BCT: 
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: ■ V 


1. ff. 

C. S. geonr 


05CXR JOffir 7il^0 
JJPJOJiTjl^ -S 


-> ;v:*« 


DATE: January 16, 1951 


- ' •v" 


1^ 


HU. Wf “ 

t\ATc 2^ ‘\“2' 1 1 ^ 


PURPOSE 


.^<4 1 


2*0 author^ve <mned<attf interuieioa o/ Joseph m^ml 
G alkin ond J)avfd BIoob^ 2>oth o/ who^ are inown to have 
been fellow employees and associates of subject Togo — . 
in Washingt^, DmC^, for any information which they 
may be willing to furnish concerning 7ago*s Communistic 
affiliations during the period of his employment in > 
Washington, D.C, during the period from 1936 to 1941, 

SSTAIIS ' , A 

‘ ^ ~ -m ~ 

i 

As a result of a review of various references 
concerning Oscar John Yago, it was determined that in 
1^0 a J^r, Batne« id^o uds employed in the Procurement 
in vision of tTe Treasury Department, advised that 
he had in his employ one J, S, Segal, one 0, Togo, 
and one Calpin, all of whom he stated were members 
of the Communist Party, 

Pursuant to Dureau reguest, the Washington 
Wield Division located apd interviewed Uideon if, 

Baynes who was formerly Croup Chief of the Procurement 
Division, Treasury Department, and a supervisor over 
subject 7ago, Ifr, Baynes however, was unable to 
furnish any pertinent information concerning 7ago, 
or relative to the previously mentioned information 
that was attributed to him concerning Segal, 7ogo 
and Calpin, 

The Washington Field Office advised, 
however, that in the report of 51 Francis J, Duane 
dated January S, 1951, there is information indicating 
the association of 7ago with David Bloom, now a 
resident of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, Joseph Zalkin 
and Morris B, Berkman, both of whom are residents 
of Washington, D,C, According to the information 
flemished by the Washington Field Office, all three 
of these individuals have been identified, fis either 
being Communists or Affiliated with Cdii^itnist front 
groups during the period that 7ago 
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lX>P1£S destroyed jittaohments 
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v#f 










o 
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Washin^on^ J),C» Bureau authority wae requested to 
have these individuals appropriately interviewed 
concerning their knowledge of the Communistio 
activities of 7ago in Washington, ]),C* 


A review Made of jth 'e Bureau file, and 
references relative to David Bloom refleciithat he 
was born in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania on October B3, 
1908* Bis parents were born in Bussia and were 
indicated as being naturalieed United States citigens. 
Be graduated from the University of Pennsylvania 
in 1929 loiih o Batchelor of Science in chemical . 
engineering degree. Bloom was employed from April 
to December, 1932 by the Beavy Industry Trust of the 
Russian Soviet Government in Moscow, Russia, Prom 
October, 1934 to May, 1936 he was an associate 
ttructurol engineer in the Procurement Division 
of the United States Treasury Department, Washington, 
D»C» Be was employed as an assistant structural • 
engineer in the United States War Department, 
Washington, D,C, from November, 1936 to February, 

1937 at which time he returned to his former^ job 
with the Procurement Division in Washington^ D,G, 

On April 1, 1940 he received employment in the 
Engineering Department of E, I, DuPont Company, 
Wilmington, Delaware, at which time he moved to 
Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, , 





m • 





In t^e April, 1936 isaul9 of -pho official 
TASCT Bulletin, it wae noted that one David Bloon .... 
oas elected a» Becording Secretary of the Washington, 
D»C, Chapter of the TASCT, (61-7231-64) 

A physical hurveillance on March 9, 1946 
developed that one JUles Sorchien^ a business partner 
of Abrahan Brothman and Oscar Togo, was observed 
entering the automobile registered to David Bloom, . ^ 
and on the same date a highly confidential and ^ 
reliable ' informant advised that Bloom* s name appeared 
in the address book of Torch iem* 

('66-36402-923 J 

» 

A similar review of the files and references 
pertaining to Joseph Zalkin developed that he was born 
in Russia on April 26, 1694, Bis mother was born in 
Poland and his father in Russia, Zalkin cane to the 
United States in 1911 and was naturalised as a United 
States citisen in New York City in 1919, Be 
attended Cooper Union College in New York City from 
October, 1913 to May, 1916 and from 1917 to 1916, Be 
received a Batchelor of Science in civil engineering 
degree from that college in 1916, Subsequently, 
he received a PE degree from the University of 
New York at Albany, New York in 1931, 



Zalkin was employed from August, 1936 to ^ 

December, 1939 as an assistant structural engineer 
in the Federal Works Administration, Washington, D,C, 

From December, 1939 to January, 1943 he was employed 
in that capacity by the War Department at Fort } 

Myers, Virginia, Be received employment as o 
construction engineer for the War Productions Board ^ 

in January, 1943 and remained in that position until 
October, 1945 when he returned to his former i 

position tn the. War Department Corps of Engineers, 

Be is presently in the employ of the War Department, 


According to a highly confidential informant 
known to the Bureau in 1940, it was learned that 
Zalkin *s name appeared on the active indices of the 


AmflTican Peace Mobilisation and the Washington 
Committee for Democrdti^Action^an^th^Ameri^n- 
Spanish Aid 


opf^ 





3 - 





/ 




I 








ohd Soviet Bloom*. The records 0 / the Bouse Committee 
inveBti gating Un-Anerioan Aotivi-tiea reflected that 
Zalkin teae lieted a$ a member of the Washington 
Committee for Democratic Action and the ^American 
League for Peace and Democracy, (121-^390 

101-1969) 

, • .,r 

During the demonstrations engaged in by 
the American Peace Mobilisation in September^ 1940, 
the license number of Zaikin*s automobile was noted 
to be among the automobiles participating in these 
activities, . (61-10498-331 p,4) . 

. zalkin was the subject of a full field 
loyalty investigation, and as a result of uAioh he 
was processed under Ptiblic Law §606, and no removal 
action was initiated, '^According to information 
received from the 116th Counter Intelligence Corps 
Detachment, Washington, D,C, on September 20, 1949, 
Zalkin has been restricted to non-sensitive duties, 

.(121-7390) 

^ A review of instant files and re/erence« 

concerning Bloom and Zalkin fail to indicate any 
inforiaation reflecting espionage activities on the 
part of these individuals, 

While it is appreciated that Bloom and 
zalkin, by reason of their Communistic activities 
and affiliations, may decline to furnish any informa- 
tion to the Bureau, it is believed that they should 
be interviewed on the possibility that they may 
disclose information of \talue concerning 7ago*s 
CP activities which might be used in connection with 
Tago*s trial which is set for January 22, 1951, 


The Washington field Division has previously 
been authorised to interview Morris H, Berkman who 
was previously referred to in this memorandum, 

RECOMMENDATIOM 

It is recommended that the Philadelphia 
Division be authorised to interview David Bloom 
and the Washington field Office Joseph Zalkin for 
any information they may be in a position to furnish 
concerning Tape's Communistic activities while in 
Washington, D,C, There are attached hereto for your 
approval a teletype directed to the Philadelphia ^ 
Division and a memorandum in lieu of teletype to 
the fOshinpton Field Division authorising these 
interviews, /\, 
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OSCAR JOH^ACO, nrAS*, PER^^t ESPIONAGE - R« JUDGE JEROHE FRANKy 


CCA. ISSUED ORDER FOR VA60 TRIAL TO BEGIN THIS DATE OR BAIL REDUCED* 

^ W ^. _ - ■ — _w,‘* 

HOVEVERj TRIAL NOV SET FOR OPENING UPON COMPLETION OF CASe’nOV BEING 
TRIED BEFORE DISTRICT JUDGE JOHN CLANCY VHO VILL Ti^N TRY YAGO CASE. 
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